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RUES OF THE SOCIETY

As promised, a copy of th e  Rules of the Society is  enclosed fo r  your re te n 
tio n . The Rules a re  dated May 1985, th is  being th e  l a s t  date on which any 
a lte ra tio n  was made in them.

HR S C MAYNARD

I t  is  with much reg ret th a t  we rep o rt the death e a r l i e r  th is  summer of 
Mr S C Maynard. He had been a member of th e  Society since i t s  inception 
and he and Mrs Maynard attended many events before they emigrated to. .Austra
l i a  to  be near th e ir  two daughters and th e fr  fam ilies. He re ta in ed  his 
membership and continued to  take a g reat in te re s t  in a l l  th e  S o ciety 's  
a f f a ir s .  He has asked th a t  his complete s e t  o f Proceedings be returned to 
the Society - a most welcome and'val uable g i f t  as some of th e e a rly  issues 
are missing from our o ff ic ia l  s e ts .

We send our sympathy and best wishes to  Mrs Maynard and her fam ily.

VISITS

Since the la s t  N ew sletter, the Society has made two v i s i ts .  The f i r s t  was 
to  the American Conmunity School, Cobha*.where two sen ior students took us 
on a guided tour and explained the h isto ry  o f the b eau tifu l 18th century 
mansion, Heywood Manor, now in the middle of the school complex. They also 
to ld  us s to rie s  o f some of i t s  more colourful owners.

The mansion now houses the very young children. C ongratulations to  them on 
keeping i t  looking lovely and sp o tless - there was not a s tic k y  finger-mark 
to be seen.

The second v i s i t  was to  leatherhead Waterworks and the new Treatment P lant, 
by in v ita tio n  o f  Mr W A Bryan who gave such an in te re stin g  ta lk  la s t  w inter. 
The v is i t  was fu lly  booked and Mr Bryan and two of h is  colleagues gave us 
a long and e n th ra llin g  guided to u r , which ended with a most welcome cup o f 
coffee. The booking fees and donations from members who could not attend  
enabled us to  hand £46 to  Mr Bryan fo r  the Water Aid ch a rity .

Our thanks to  everyone who made these v i s i ts  such a success.

LEATHERHEAD WALK -  Saturday, 20 July

Mr Fortescue took a p arty  o f  16 members on a "river" walk of Leatherhead 
th is  time. The walk coincided w ith the o ff ic ia l  opening of th e  refurbished 
larg e hall a t  the In s t i tu te  which we were in v ited  to  v i s i t .  We were given 
tea and ta lk s  on the In s titu te  by Mr F Kirby and th e’ P ro ject Manager of the 
work; Mr A S cott. Our thanks to  them, and to  Mr Fortescue fo r  leading us.
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I987 PROGRAMME

DORKING "WALK* -  Sunday, 20  September

There are s t i l l  p laces av a ilab le  on th is  "w alk",details of which were 
given 1n th e  l a s t  Newsletter.

LECTURES

All lec tu res  th is  season w ill be a t  7.45pm fo r 8pm and w ill be held in  the 
large h a ll of th e Letherhead I n s t i tu te ,  which we hope w ill be a popular 
move. Except fo r  the Dallaway Lecture, a charge w ill be made of 20p to  
members and 50p to  non-members - Inclusive of coffee in both cases.

OALLAVtAY LECTURE -  F riday, 16 October

This y e a r 's  speaker i s  Mr John Bebbington, the Warden and D irector of 
Studies o f th e  Juniper Hall F ield Centre. His su b ject w ill be "Wild Flowers 
and B u tte rflie s  of th e  North Downs" and w ill be i l lu s t r a te d  with Ms own 
s lid e s .

May we remind you. th a t  th is  meeting is  open to  the pu blic. Ms have decided 
not to  issu e  tic k e ts  because of the work i t  would make fo r you and the 
Committee -  so can we suggest th a t  members come e a rly  to  make sure of a 
good se a t. Coffee w ill be av ailab le from 7.45pm u n til the s t a r t  of the 
le c tu re  a t  8.15pm.

As usual a co llec tio n  w ill be made a t  the  end of th e  evening to  help cover 
the. expenses.

FRIDAY, 13 NOVEMBER - "Roman Religion and V illas in  Surrey"

Dr John Gower w ill give the lecture  which had to  be cancelled la s t  w inter 
due to  the appalling snow. We hope fo r  b e tte r  luck th is  time (in  sp ite  of 
th e  d a te ).

FRIDAY, 11 DECEMBER - Christmas Miscellany

The ever-popular "Christmas Miscellany" w ill be co-ordinated by Dr D F 
Renn, who i s  hoping fo r a record number o f speakers th is  year. Please 
contact him a t  7 Burrow Close, Gt Book ham, telephone Bookharo 54880, i f  you 
a re  able to  contribute to  the success of th e evening.

SURREY ROMAN VILLA GROUP

The Society has been in v ited  to  jo in  a coach outing on Saturday, 19 Septem
ber organised by the Surrey Roman V illa Group o f th e  Surrey Archaeological 
Society. This outing i s  to  "The lunt" and Coventry. There w ill be a 
guided tou r o f  the p a r tia lly  reconstructed Lunt Roman Fort and Roman Army 
Museum a t  Baglnton, n r  Coventry in the morning. Lunch - p ic n ic , restau ran t 
o r pub -  in  Coventry. The afternoon in Coventry w ill be fo r  independent 
v is itin g  t o  places of in te r e s t ,  eg Cathedral, Herbert Art Gallery and 
Museum, 14th century W h itefrlars, the restored  medieval Spon S tre e t, St 
Mary's medieval G uildhall, Tudor almshouses, and the Museum of B ritish  Road 
Transport.

The coach w ill s t a r t  from Dorking Halls a t  8 .3 0  am with a pick-up a t  Guild
ford Railway S tation  a t  9am. Cost £6-75 (X6-50 OAPs) to  include coach 
fa re , d r iv e r 's  g ra tu ity  and admission and guide charges a t The Lunt,
Optional cream te a  in  Coventry £1 -50. For booking forms please contact 
Mr L Le Mot tee , L i t t le  Rising Ermyn Way, Leathernead KT22 87W, telephone 
Ashtead 74107.



"OF 600D REPORT*

The recently-published book "Of Good Report* by Mrs Linda Heath, t e l l s  the 
story  of Leatherhead Schools through the centuries. The book can be ob
tain ed , p rice  £3-50, from Mrs Heath {telephone Leatherhead 372603), the 
Leatherhead Museum and the Library a t  the Letherhead In s titu te .

PUBLICATIONS

For th e  b en efit of new members - we have lim ited stocks of older Proceeding 
going back about 12 years. These are worth buying a t  the low cost of 50p 
each, before we run out.

With reference to  the le a f le t  cn “Surrey History" in the la s t  Newsletter, 
the Sales S ecretary has a few older issues a v a ila b le , some costing as 
l i t t l e  as 50p each, others more recent a t  £1. These are becoming d i f f i 
c u lt to  obtain.

Please contact Geoff Hayward on Leatherhead 372674 i f  you find you are 
short o f  some of our publications or those of kindred Societies.

SOME EARLY TWENTIETHCENTORY MEMORIES OF LEATHERHEAD - Recorded by Mrs 
— Mary'TJice-TFxIey-------------------------------------------------

Mr G ilbert Grantham was bom in  Leatherhead ea rly  in th is  century., These 
memories o f the town at th a t time are from a conversation with him.

He was bam in North S tree t, where his parents lived  and owned a fu rn itu re  
and upholstery shop on the s i te  opposite the War Memorial. The house was 
la rg e , with seven bedrooms, the front of the house being pulled down when 
the shop was b u ilt .  Ch the opposite side of th e  road were the bams of 
Sweech House Farm, and wooden cottages fu rth e r up the h il l  towards Bull 
H ill. These were removed when the War Memorial was b u il t .

There were two walls in th e ir  garden, which extended to  Elm House to  the 
north ( l a t e r  replaced by th e  New Bull H otel) and p a ra lle l to Bridge S treet 
beyond C h itty 's  Row, behind Venthams. Under th e ir  house the c e lla rs  had 
arched brick ce ilin g s. A large brick round-headed drain ran from Gravel 
H ill d ire c tly  through Grantham's land to  the r iv e r , in to  which i t  d is
charged.

At one time a scheme was discussed to make The Mole navigable fo r  pleasure 
boats by building a weir a t Cobham. Leatherhead Mill a t  the south side of 
th e  bridge was not working in Mr Grantham's tim e, but he used to  swim in 
the pool in  the bam by the m ill. This had a t i le d  roof, but below that 
th e  sides were open. The water was very cold and the charge was one penny 
a swim. When the ford over the r iv e r  was chained o ff , Mr Grantham raised 
o bjection s, but unfortunately to  no av a il. Before th is  horses and carts 
could tra v e l up riv e r from the bridge by way of the islands and over the 
Shell Bridge a t  Thomcroft to  avoid using Gimcrack H ill. Trout were 
caught from th e  r iv e r  bank on the north side of th e  bridge.

The sign of Eleanour Runnynge, u n til recently  outside the Running Horse in 
Bridge S tre e t, i s  not the o rig in a l. Mr Grantham's fa th e r period ically  
refurbished the sign but i t  disappeared from the inn and so a copy had to  
be made.

On the opposite side of Bridge S tre e t, on the present s i te  of the small 
car park behind the shops, were s tab les . There were used by Mr Bonnett, 
the smith. The Rope Walk, running along the backs of th e  properties on
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the south side o f Bridge S tre e t, was no longer used fo r  making rope, 
although Mr Grantham remembers a painting of i t  by his fa th er.

Miss Moore of th e  Swan Hotel was a g reat frien d  of the actress Ellen Terry, 
who often  stayed there . On Mew Year's Eve; the townspeople danced in  the 
s tre e ts  and on New Year's Day a dance was held in  the Swan. On one occasion, 
while Mr Davey was landlord, a party  o f re v e lle rs  took the p la s te r  s ta tu es  
which stood round the bal1 room. These were found the next morning placed 
a t  in te rv a ls  on both sides o f the High S treet!

Mr V anderbilt, th e  m illio n aire , had a coach and four which ran from London 
to  Boxhl11, stopping a t  the Swan. This was a f te r  th e regular coach service 
had ceased to  run. At the next stop , the Running Horse a t  Mickle ham, a 
small boy always came out to  meet the coach, blowing a toy horn. Mr Vander
b i l t  had a small coach hom engraved fo r  him as a su rp rise , and presented 
i t  to  him in a special case.

Mould's, the ironmongers, had a f i r e  on th e ir  premises on 11 January 1908. 
Luckily i t  did not spread to  the gunpowder they sold, which was sto red  in 

•the basement. The shop was ca lled  'Mould's -  the L i t t le  Dustpan'. The 
Fire Brigade, whose engine was kept under the  Clock Tower in North S tr e e t ,  
had f i r e  d r i l l  and tested  th e ir  hoses on Saturday evenings in the road by 
the Clock Tower. The road was then s t i l l  gravelled.

Mr Grantham has heard of the custom of putting cabbage stalks round the door 
o f the house of a pregnant bride on her wedding day.

The Operatic Society used the room uniter the Victoria Hall in the High S treet 
fo r i t s  reh earsa ls , o r, a lte rn a tiv e ly , the In s titu te . Mr h Mrs Grantham 
were members o f the Operatic Society fo r many years. Just a f te r  World War 
One 'M errie England' was performed by the Operatic Society outdoors a t  
Randalls Park. Because the weather was unsettled  Mr Henderson of Randalls 
Park booked the Victoria Hall for a week a t  his own expense. Mr Grantham 
remembers th e Hendersons as 'd e lig h tfu l people'.

In snowy weather there was sledging down Park Rise. The Bradmere Pond 
was s t i l l  a t  the junction of Park Rise and the Kingston Road, and a p o lic e 
man stood a t th is  junction to  prevent any mishaps between vehicles and 
sledges.

At the Mansion in Church S tree t Mr Grantham was taken in to  a small room 
under the entrance h a lt. The entrance was under a flagstone in  the hall 
and a tunnel ran from th is  room to  the riv e r. He believes the room was 
f i l l e d  in by Mr Reeves a t a la te r  date. This is  supposed to  have been the 
place where Judge Je ffr ie s  hid when v is itin g  his dying daughter who was 
staying with her Aunt a t  the Mansion. Mr Grantham was also shown the 
entrance to  a tunnel a t the Priory which led to  the Church, but he did not 
ac tu a lly  go In to  i t .

Mr B urnett, the Sexton a t  th e Parish Church, had told  him of finding the 
Rev Coleridge s i t t in g  white-faced 1n the church, having seen a face looking 
a t  him from the organ lo f t .  This face has since been seen by o th ers. The 
occasion of a ghost being seen has already been described by the la te  
Mr Benger in  the Proceedings. On th a t day Mr Burnett was hanging a p ictu re  
in the church and asked Mr Benger to  hold i t  w hilst he went to  fe tch  some 
to o ls . Mr Burnett returned to  find  Mr Benger running from the church, the 
p ictu re  lying broken on the flo o r. Mr Benger wrote of a fig ure moving 
from th e  north wall of the ichancel towards the a lta r .
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LEATHERHEAG & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

R U L E S

1. NAME

The name of the Society (h e re in a fte r  referred  to  as “the S ociety ")is  the
LEATHERHEAD & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY.

2 . OBJECTS

I ts  objects are:

(a )  To i n s t i tu te ,  promote and encourage the study of local h isto ry  in a ll  
i t s  aspects and

(b ) To encourage the preservation of h is to ric  buildings, a n tiq u itie s  and 
records of the Parishes of Ashtead, Leatherhead, Fetcham, Great Book- 
ham and L ittle  Bookham and surrounding d i s t r i c t s .

(c )  To publish such m aterial as may be d esirab le .

3- MEMBERS

(a ) There sh all be four classes of Members, v iz , Honorary Members,
Ordinary Members, Junior Members and Jo in t Husband S Wife membership.

(b ) Honorary Members sh all be such persons as may accept an in v ita tio n  by 
the Executive Committee to  become Honorary Members of the Society,

(c ) Ordinary Members sh a ll be persons or bodies who Wish to  support and 
p a rtic ip a te  in the work of the Society, who apply and are accepted fo r 
membership.

(d ) The subscription fo r Ordinary Members shall be such sum as sh all be 
determined a t  a general meeting upon n otice of the in tention  to  vary 
the subscription.

(e )  Junior Members shall be persons under the age of 18 who wish to  support 
and p a r tic ip a te  in the work of the Society and who apply and are 
accepted fo r membership.

( f )  The subscription of Junior Members shall be such sum as the Executive 
Committee sh all decide, not exceeding one h alf of the subscription 
payable by Ordinary Members.

(g ) Junior Members sh all enjoy a l l  the rig h ts  and b en efits  of membership 
o ther than the free 1ss(ie o f the annual Proceedings of the Society.

(h ) Jo in t Husband and Wife membership c a rrie s  the rig h t to two votes but 
only one s e t  o f papers and one copy of the Proceedings.

(1 )  The subscription fo r Jo in t Husband and Wife membership shall be such 
sun as shall be determined a t  a general meeting upon notice  of the 
in ten tio n  to  vary the subscription.

( j )  All subscriptions shall become payable on the f i r s t  January in each 
year or w ithin on# month from the date on which a member is  accepted 
by the Executive Committee, except th a t those Members jo in in g  the 
Society fo r  the f i r s t  time a f te r  30 September in any year sh a ll not 
be expected to  pay a fu rth e r subscription u n til the January following 
th e next January. Any member who shall f a i l  to  pay the due subscrip
tion within two months o f a request by the Honorary Treasurer so to  
do shall cease to  be a member o f  the Society.
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(k ) The Executive Committee sh all have complete d iscre tion  in considering 
any ap p lica tio n  fo r  or removal from membership and shall not be re
quired to  furnish  reasons.

4 . GENERAL MEETINGS

( a )  There sh all be a general meeting in every year to  receive the Accounts 
and the Report of th e Executive Committee. Such meeting shall be 
ca lle d  Annual General Meeting. Special General Meetings sh all also 
be convened whenever d irec ted  by th e Executive Committee o r a t the 
request of a t  le a s t  ten members of th e  Society.

(b ) The P resident of the Society sh all preside a t  a ll  meetings. In the 
absence o f th e President or of a Vice P resident then the Chairman of 
th e  Society sh all preside. I f  none be present the Members present 
sh all e le c t  some oth er member of the Society to  ac t as Chairman fo r 
th a t  meeting. At a l l  General Meetings the Chairman of the meeting 
sh all have a second or castin g  vote in  the event of an eq u ality  of 
v o te s .

( c )  The quorum necessary fo r any general meeting sh a ll be ten  members 
(excluding O fficers of the S ociety ) personally  present. I f  a t  any 
meeting a quorum is  not present within h alf an hour a f te r  the appointed 
time the meeting i f  convened a t  the request of members sh all be d is 
solved, but in any o ther case i t  sh all stand adjourned to  the same day 
and time in the week following and, i f  p ra c tic a b le , a t  the same place. 
I f  a t  such adjourned meeting no quorum is  present within h alf an hour 
from th e appointed time the members present shall form a quorum and 
may tra n s a c t the business o f the meeting.

(d )  The chairaan of the meeting may, with the consent of any meeting a t  
which a quorum is  present (and sh all i f  so d irec ted  by the meeting) 
adjourn from time to  time and from place to  place but no business 
sh a ll be tran sacted  a t  any adjourned meeting other than business which 
might have been transacted  a t  the meeting from which th e adjournment 
took p lace . Members sh all not be e n ti t le d  to  any n o tice  of the 
adjournment o f the business to  be tran sacted  at an adjourned meeting.

(e )  A member sh a ll have one vote whether on a show of hands or on a p o ll.
A poll may be demanded by th e  chairman o f the meeting o r by any three 
members personally  present. Proxies sh all not be allowed.

( f )  Every reso lu tion  sh a ll be decided by a simple m ajority  of votes 
except as provided in Rule 12.

5. PRESIDENT

The appointment of a President and V ice-Presidents shall re s t with the
Executive Committee.

6. OFFICERS

(a )  The Society sh all have th e  following Honorary O fficers:

A Chairman, General S ecretary , Records S ecretary ,
Programme Secretary, Treasurer-, Editor and Librarian'.

The Executive Committee may appoint such other O fficers as they deem 
necessary. The O fficers named above sh all hold o ffic e  u n til  the close 
of the next following Annual General Meeting but sh all be e lig ib le  fo r 
re -e le c tio n .



(b ) The Society sh all appoint an Honorary Auditor.

7. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall consist of:

(a )  The Chairman, Treasurer, S ecretaries , Editor and L ibrarian.

{b) Three members of the Society to  be elected or re -elected  a t  each Annual 
General Meeting

(c )  Not more than two persons who may be co-opted by the Executive Comnlttee.

(d )  The Chairman shall preside a t  a ll  meetings of the Executive Committee.
I f  he be absent or unwilling to  ac t the Committee shall e le c t one of 
th e ir  number to  act as Chairman fo r th a t meeting.

8 POWERS & PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

(a )  The Executive Committee shall have power to  f i l l  any casual vacancy in 
i t s  numbers from among the membership of th e  Society. Any person 
appointed to  f i l l  a vacancy shall hold o ffice  u n til the close of the 
Annual General Meeting next following but shall be e lig ib le  fo r re- 
e le c tio n .

(b ) An O fficer or other member of the Executive Committee may be removed 
from his o ffice  a t any time by a Resolution of the members a t  a Special 
General Meeting convened fo r th at purpose.

(c )  The business of the Society shall be managed by th e  Executive Comnittee 
who, subject to  these Rules, shall exercise a ll  the powers of the 
Society and do on i ts  behalf a ll  such ac ts  and things as may be done
by the Society in order to  « arry out and fu rth e r i t s  objects.

9. MINUTES

Minutes sh all be kept of a l l  general meetings of the Society and of a l l  
meetings o f the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee shall cause books of account to  be kept recording 
a l l  receip ts  and payments. Accounts shall be prepared, audited by the 
Honorary Auditor and laid before each Annual General Meeting.

10. NOTICES

Subject to  Rule 12 a t  least seven days' notice shall be given to  a l l  members 
o f  each Annual and Special General Meeting. Notices of lectures and 
sim ilar a c tiv i t ie s  shall be given a t  such time and in such manner as the 
Executive Comnittee shall determine.

11. DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY

I f  upon winding-up o r dissolution of the Society there remains any property 
o f any descrip tion  in the beneficial ownership of the Society the same 
shall not be d is trib u te d  among members of th e  Society but sh all be given 
to  the Trustees o f the Leatherhead Museum and Heritage Centre fo r the 
purposes of the Museum, but i f  the Museum sh all have ceased to  e x is t ,  then 
the same sh all be given:
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(a )  In the case o f  archives, books and m iscellanea, to  the Surrey Archaeo
logical Society

(b ) In the case of photographs and records of buildings, to th e National 
Monuments Record, and

(c )  In the case of surplus funds, to  the Surrey Archaeological Society or 
to such ch a ritab le  object as the  members may determine a t  o r  before 
the time of d issolution .

12. ALTERATION OF RULES

These Rules shall be a lte ra b le  only by a m ajority of a t  least tarojto one of 
those present and voting a t  the Special General Meeting of which ait le a s t 
f ifte e n  days n o tice , specifying the amendment proposed, has been given.
No amendment shalT be made to  the  Rules which w ill cause the Society to  
cease to  be a ch arity  a t  law,

13. PISTRIBUTIOli OF RULES

Every member shall receive a copy of these Rules and o f a ll amendments 
th e re to , upon acceptance of membership.
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LEATHERHEAD ft DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

APPOINTMENT 
President 
Vice-President 
Vice-President & 

Editor 
Chairman
Secretary & Mem

bership Secretary 
Treasurer 
Museum Curator 
Museum Treasurer 
Librarian

Programme Secretary 
Record Secretary 
Sales Secretary 
Archaeology Secre

tary
Lecture Secretary 

Committee members

OFFICERS & COMMITTEE FOR 1987

NAME AND AQDRESS 
J G W Lewame, 69 Cobham Road, Fetcham KT22 9HT 
S E D Fortescue, 56 The Mount, Fetcham KT22 9EA 
Dr 0 F Renn, FSA, 7 Burrows Close, 6 t  Bookharo KT23 388

L A Smith, MBE, Hazel dene, Glebe Rd, Ashtead KT21 2NT 
Miss J F u ller, 6 Siddons House, Howard Close, Ashtead

CT21 1DY
H J Mears, Beverley, 43 The Glade, Fetcham KT22 9TB 
D Bruce, 7 Fox Lane, L ittle  Bookham KT23 3AT 
J R Bull, 98 Woodfield Lane, Ashtead KT21 2DP 
No appointment made. Enquiries to: L Sumption,

89 Wlndfield, Epsom Road, Leatherhead 
No appointment made. Enquiries to  the Secretary 
E Marsh, Chandelle, Orestan Lane, Effingham 
G Hayward, Ypriana, 173$ Cobham Road, Fetcham KT22 9JE 
E Crossland, ISO, Oldberrow, 13 Clockhouse Mead, 

Oxshott KT22 ORW 
N H West, M3E, 2 Beech Close, Effingham KT24 5PQ

Mrs I Heath, 5 St John’s Avenue, Leatherhead KT22 7HT 
R A Laver, ED, FLS, 51 Links Road, Ashtead KT21 2HL

TELEPHONE

L 372847
B 54880

A 75466
A 77876

B 53071
B 58722
A 72800
L 373760

A 77876
B 53433
L 372674
0 2589

B 54979

L 372603
A 72895

Augtist 1987
A = Ashtead B = Bookham L = Leatherhead 0 * Oxshott


