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Bookham’s Oldest Established Stores

Famous over half 
a century for

HIGH CLASS 
GOODS

Telephone Bookham 6

Phone Bookham 73

O. HIGBY

B U I L D E R

CHURCH ROAD 
GT. BOOKHAM

❖ ♦

All House Maintenance W ork 
Efficiently and Expeditiously 

carried out.

♦ ♦

A  coat of paint in time may 
save a deal of bother !

PROVISIONS 
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WINES SPIRITS 
HARDWARE 
CHINA
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LADIES OUTFITTER 
AND FURRIER :: ::

Church Road, Bookham

Sole Agents locally for the 
famous PULL FRONT Corset

(Patented)

418 Bus passes the door.
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Editorial.

The “  Bookhams Bulletin ”  is your Journal. 
It is not the mouthpiece for any political or any 
other submersive matter, but merely a quarterly 
Journal intended to be of some general interest, 
and furthermore, a profitable concern whereby 
to assist in a small way those whom the Bureau 
know require temporary assistance.

In these days o f publicity it is the only 
effective method available to maintain sufficient 
financial support in the cause of local charity, 
and once again, those concerned in the operation 
of the Social Service Bureau, extend to all those 
Traders our very warm thanks.

W e appeal therefore to all Traders to continue 
their support, and it is a pleasure to record that 
after four years Advertisers have been on the 
increase.

As will have been observed the number of 
Traders advertisements have increased, and in 
proportion, readable matter has also increased.

Although unemployment has decreased to an 
almost negligible quantity, we cannot assume 
that the present state of things will be of a 
permanent character, and in consequence 
preparation must be made to meet any future 
demands upon the very small funds at the 
disposal of the Bureau. Moreover, there are 
still poor children receiving free milk for which 
the Bureau contributes 50 per cent, of the cost. 
It is earnestly hoped that the funds will continue 
to come in so that this special need may be met.

As a result of the ever increasing population 
of the Leatherhead Urban District, the necessity 
arises for increasing services, and what greater 
service in the cause of humanity is there than 
in the establishment of an up-to-date Hospital ?

The local demands are becoming greater as

the days pass, and with the resultant dangers of 
traffic, the need becomes more and more urgent 
to provide these facilities for the Leatherhead 
Cottage Hospital.

Up till last October, there were 2,697 
inhabitants on the L ocal Register. W hat an 
achievement it would be for the Bookhams for 
every one to subscribe One Shilling towards this 
undertaking, or better still give as much as you 
can afford. Deny yourself that trip to the 
“ Talkies,” or dispense with that extra packet of 
cigarettes in the knowledge that you are subscri­
bing to an appeal for so worthy a cause.

As it is understood every person in the Urban 
Area has had an appeal from the Leatherhead 
Cottage Hospital for ^20,000, send your contri­
bution, no matter how large or small, to the

Honorary Treasurer,
Leatherhead Cottage Hospital,

Epsom Road,
Leatherhead.

There have appeared in the columns of the 
“ Bookhams Bulletin”  during the past two years 
various notes upon certain activities of the 
British Legion, and for the benefit of all Ex- 
service men, although it is not generally known, 
the British Legion have a Legal Department 
where advice can be obtained over a varied 
range of legal matters, such as Landlord and 
Tenant, Construction of W ills, Presumption of 
Death, Statute of Frauds, Patents, Disputes, etc.

Any information can be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary, Local Benevolent Committee, 
“ St. Jean,”  Crabtree Lane, Great Bookham.

A i r  R a i d  P r e c a u t i o n s .— Volunteers are 
still required for all Branches. Information from 
Mr. L . Robertson, or The Clerk to the 
Leatherhead Urban District Council, Kingston 
House, Leatherhead.
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Civic Notes

(By M itre)

Repugnance of Rates

H ow often has it been heard in the Council 
Chamber, on the platform, and in the railway 
carriage, or read in the newspapers, that there 
seems no limit to the increase in local expendi­
ture ? Even if the rate poundage has not 
increased this year, as in Leatherhead, the total 
amount of money spent by the Council is con­
tinuing to increase and will still do so for some 
time to come.

Spending by a local authority has always been 
subject to criticism because the man-in-the-street 
or rather the ratepayer, considers that as it is his 
money that is being spent, he could use it himself 
to better advantage. But there are several 
functions which should not be left to individual 
effort. Private enterprise has in the past under­
taken many tasks which are now' more efficiently 
performed by the local authority, although the 
latter is still aided by the supplementary and 
valuable help of voluntary organisations, especial­
ly in Surrey. The local council however has the 
advantages of continuity of effort and the force 
of authority delegated by the King in Parliament. 
Further it has the benefit of the economies which 
are obtainable from associated and monopolistic 
activity. Finally, certain quasi-charitable duties, 
e.g. public assistance and education, are lifted 
out of the atmosphere of patronage and fitful 
and indiscriminate benevolence of private 
philanthropy.

Quite true, ihe individualist will say, such 
items as education, public health, and social 
maintenance must be undertaken corporatively, 
but let the expenditure be the minimum possible.

Econom y” is used to add unmerited lustre to 
parsimony and meanness. The public conscience 
remains dormant until something drastic, like a 
cholera epidemic or burglary outbreak occurs, 
then there is a noisy outcry for large expenditure 
on the remedies,— main drainage or more police. 
W ithout such catastrophic events and the urging

of public-spirited men and the departments of the 
central government, the natural repugnance of 
self-taxation is sufficient to prevent callous local 
councils from undertaking w'ork at once desirable 
and urgent.

The word econom y” has been so badly abused 
and bandied about in political controversy that 
its true meaning has been overlooked. Its mean­
ing is simply “ good management” and it has two 
applications. The first is the most fruitful use 
(with the least waste) of available resources. 
The second aspect always arises whether the 
resources of society would not yield, on the whole, 
greater welfare if less were spent for public 
services and more left in the hands of individuals 
for current consumption or capital investment. 
Thus occasions would arise when long-term 
wisdom dictates less consumption and more 
capital preservation or less consumption in some 
directions and more in others. But economy in 
this sense is equally consistent, not with less, but 
with more expenditure by public authorities. 
The final questions are the respective values of 
the objects in view and the relative efficiency of 
the organisation and incentives of private and 
public undertakings. They involve subtle 
analysis and delicate weighings, and they are 
not settled but severely prejudiced by impassioned 
bellowing in the market place.

Critics of increasing expenditure of local 
authorities should remember that not only has 
the population increased, but many amenities of 
civilisation have been obtained. The rate of 
mortality has decreased and longevity increased. 
Sickness has decreased ; death rate from tuber­
culosis has been halved, and many other diseases 
stamped o u t ; streets are paved, lighted and 
cleansed; since 1909 a million houses have been 
built by local councils ; nearly six million children 
are educated in elementary schools and half-a- 
million in secondary sch ools; law7 and order are 
maintained at an efficiency which is the envy of 
the w orld ; a splendid network of roads makes 
the economies and comfort of motoring possible, 
and a million people during the year are saved 
from starvation and misery, and the mentally and 
physically sick are provided for. These services 
cost money, but must be regarded as essential.

There is another side to this which must be 
examined at some other time, i.e. the capacity of 
a local authority to pay for the services it requires 
and the relation between total expenditure of the 
municipality and the total rateable value.
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FORD’S
Estate Agency

(L . A . F O R D )

FOR AVAILABLE PROPERTIES 
& LAND in BOOKHAM District

Rents Collected.

Surveys and Reports on Properties, etc.

Mortgages Redeemed at 
lowest rates of interest.

Old Bank Buildings, 
Church Rd., Bookham

J. W. ELSTOW
Boot Repairer 

Hand Sewing a Speciality

REPAIRS N E ATLY AN D  
PROMPTLY EXECUTED

Orders collected and delivered 
on receipt of a Post Card

Grape Vine Cottage 
Little Bookham

SUPERMA
PERMANENT WAVING

'Uook First Prize and Three 
Gold Medals in W orlds 
Championship in Permanent 
Waving in the Grand Final 
at Olympia, 1 9 3 6 .

YOUR LOCAL HAIRDRESSER

D. GREEN
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will gladly book your appointment nou)

MARCEL WAVING 1/6 
SETTING 1/6

Phone Bookham 73
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For all your Electrical and 
Radio requirements, consult

T. H. BIRCH
who has the experience, 
and is fully equipped to 
give you the best service 
at a reasonable price.

IT IS BEST TO BUY YOUR r 
WIRELESS SET LOCALLY.'

Let me give you a demon­
stration in your own home.
A ll the best makes in stock 
or obtainable at short notice.

T. H. BIRCH
Registered GOTHIC HOUSE
Electrical
Engineer GT. BOOKHAM
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Local History
Over a period of four years there have appeared 

from time to time in the pages of this Journal 
some history of the Bookhams, and as our Village 
is a W ard of the Leatherhead Urban District it 
is hoped that a further historical sketch of the 
various W ards will be of some interest to the 
reader.

T o  obtain a clear perspective of Leatherhead 
it should be entered by the west and left by the 
south. T o meet Leatherhead on the road from 
Fetcham is to begin with a stretch of water, 
which is always a good introduction, and to leave 
it and travel south is to pass through one of the 
most fascinating valleys of all Surrey.

The stretch of water lying to the west is the 
mill-pond, and is unlike any other pond. It is 
two or three hundred yards long and perhaps 
eighty yards wide, slopes gradually from the sides 
over a chalky bottom and is of an intense clear 
green. Here and there are open patches of green, 
which can be seen, if one looks closely, to be 
moving— a most uncanny motion. The water 
wells up incredibly fast and quiet, and surely 
incredibly cold, from some unplumbed invisible 
source below, and it would be interesting to find 
the bottom with a plummet. It would be easy 
to believe that the rushing springs of the mill-pond 
are in reality the Mole, reappearing from the 
dive below the ground at Mickleham, higher up 
the stream.

The mill stream joins the Mole just below 
Leatherhead Bridge, a fine span of fourteen 
arches. Beyond the bridge on the left, is the 
site of a very famous old inn. The present inn, 

The Running H orse,” has been partly rebuilt 
and has few external attractions, but the mistress 
of the old inn four hundred years ago was the 
subject of an ode written by the Poet Laureate. 
She was Elinour Rumming, ale-wTife of a cabaret 
in “ Ledehede in Sothray,” and John Skelton 
perhaps to amuse Henry V III . and perhaps to 
please himself, wrote one of his pungent, 
mumbling romps of doggerel about her. The 
“ Tunning of Elinour Rumming, per Skelton 
Laureate,” as one of the old editions prints it, is 
an interminable piece of rhyme, most an orgy of 
coarseness, but with a certain rude vigour of 
humour and live truth.

The poem, such as it is, is far too long to be 
reproduced here, but briefly the story is that 
Skelton was a fisherman and used to come over

from Nonsuch Park by w7ay of Epsom to fish in 
the Mole at Leatherhead. Perhaps he did, and 
drank Elinour's noppy a le ; ”  in any case a 
portrait of Leatherhead’s ale-wife found its way 
into one of his books with a rhymed couplet 
beneath it. The portrait is of a hag of such 
ill-favour as would certainly “ assuage a man’s 
courage.” — E.P.

(To be continued.)

W ild Flowers Found in 
The Bookhams.

The Field Gentian with its blossoms of 
purplish lilac, is common on hilly pastures from 
August until October. The plant is between six 
and eight inches high and is very similar to 
another species called the Autumnal Gentian, 
which is to be found in similar places at the same 
time. This latter kind may be known from its 
corolla which is cut into five instead of four like 
the field variety. Both species have a delicate 
fringe in the throat of the flower wThich is very 
beautiful under the microscope.

Five species belong to our British wild flowers. 
The Marsh Gentian, also called Calathian Violet 
or Harvest Bell having deep blue blossoms 
marked with five green stripes. It is a rare and 
a most beautiful flower, growing in bogs.

The Spring Gentian too is rare, but its large 
single bell-shaped flower is of exquisite blue, and 
is hardly less beautiful or less infrequent as the 
cluster of small Alpine Gentian which is found on 
the very summit of the Highland mountains.

The bitter principle contained in the Gentians 
has led to the medicinal use of several species. 
The Bitter Gentian of Commerce is the plant of 
the Alps, but the root of our Autumnal species is 
used in R ussia; and the Purple Gentian of 
Northern Europe is of as much power as the 
species usually employed.

It was to the Gentian family that Coleridge 
alluded when he penned his magnificent poem to 
Cham ouni:—

" W h o  had the sun 
C lothe you with rainbows ? W h o , with living flowers 
O f loveliest blue, spread garlands at your feet?
G od ! let the torrents, like a shoot o f nations, 
Answer ! and let the ice plains echo G od  ! ’ ’

A .P.
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British Legion—The King’s Review
On Sunday, 27th June, 80,000 Ex-service men 

and women paraded in Hyde Park to march 
past their King in the first Royal Review since 
his accession. Amid all the functions of the 
Coronation Year, this remarkable parade 
deserves all the publicity that is due to the men 
who faced all that human endurance could stand 
during those years 1914 to 1918.

There is a tendency, I think, to regard the 
Ex-service man as a back number— something 
that is a reminder of years some prefer to forget. 
Only those that fought in the Great W ar know 
of the sacrifices and sufferings, and how little the 
present generation seem to realise that but for 
these Ex-service men and the Ghosts who 
walked beside them in Hyde Park, Britain would 
be a very different place. Among this huge 
conclave, 28 members of the Effingham and The 
Bookhams Branch attended the Review, and 
two disabled men were allocated seats in the 
stands for these. The National Press has given 
the public impressions of this great gathering 
and one may ask what is at the back of it 
all ? There is but a simple answer— Loyalty to 
our King who is himself an Ex-service man, 
and the spirit of Comradeship.

But this friendship and general feeling of 
comradeship that were such a feature of the 
W ar years remain among those things that we 
survivors cherish most. As a rule we do not 
talk much about this sort of thing to strangers, 
but when two or three men meet, say in a country 
inn or club, they discover that nearly twenty 
years ago they had all been on the W estern 
Front in some shell-torn and battered village. 
Apart from their personal reminiscences, can 
they not say “  I have served King and Country 
in those days of W ar and I can still serve in the 
cause of Peace.” — w.A.M.

A Holiday Suggestion (by a Correspondent)

The season has approached when no periodical 
is complete without an article on “ The Ideal 
Holiday.” One expert in vacational ideality 
bids the reader go and obtain change by taking 
a job in a lunatic asylum. Another tells us to 
go on a cruise. Yet a third bids us to explore 
our home town and see the sights, while a fourth 
crystalizes the idea in a nutshell by recommend­
ing us to visit Downing Street during the 
political rush hour, which as every one knows 
is in February, namely the 29th.

Let me add my small, and I hope my original 
quota (or should I say quotum) to this burning

topic. In the first place it is quite clear that 
what everyone is after during holiday time is a 
change. Very few of the expert suggestions 
offer change to m e ; they all seem too much like 
work. W hat is more, even if you go into the 
wilderness you never really get away from the 
normal. W hat I would like for a holiday is 
something as remote from the usual as possible. 
Find this and you find your ideal holiday.

M y first thought was a holiday entirely spent 
on a seaside pier. Here, it seemed to me at 
first, was something quite outside the ordinary 
experience. Once on a pier you are out of 
England and yet you are not abroad. You have 
definitely left your native country and are in a 
kind of windy and wooden N o-M an’s-Land. 
You are of Britain but not in it. In theory it 
seemed that you could snap your fingers at the 
Old Country, without the formalities of flying 
from it pursued by the police. I had never 
heard of anyone being arrested for exceeding the 
30 mile speed limit on a pier, and I surmised 
that the long arm of the law ceased the moment 
you had turnstiled yourself into a pier-dweller 
for twopence. Theoretically, I am sure it should 
be so. Practically, I was undeceived by seeing 
a gentleman being roughly hauled off to prison 
for purloining someone else’s halibut, caught a 
few minutes before at great expense and trouble.

So the pier dream faded and now the 
Restaurant Car dream has taken its place. I 
can see no flaw whatsoever in a holiday Poste 
Restant. Here is another case of N o-M an’s- 
Land— of being of England but not being in it. 
It is the one place in the world where no ill can 
befall you. Get inside, sit down, and your 
troubles are over. You can have what you like, 
not only to eat but to drink, at any hour of the 
day or night. You have not the slightest chance 
o f being arrested for speeding, although you are 
all the time breaking every traffic law. You 
need not fear molestation from tax collectors, 
publications, or even sinners. There are no 
letters, telegrams, telephones, hawkers, can­
vassers, or unpleasantnesses of any kind. The 
prospect always pleases, and man is far from 
vile, for the attendant is the only one with whom 
you need have any contact, and is there to do 
your bidding and collect your tip. You can eat 
and sleep when you like. You need not shave 
(anyhow I have not yet seen anyone shaving in 
a long distance corridor train) and in fact, the 
possibilities of such a holiday as this are endless. 
If you must have a thrill, pull the communication 
cord—it is a cheap five pounds worth after such 
a rest.
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Local Organisations.
Secretaries o f Local Organisations have been 

asked from time to time to notify the Editor of 
any Fixtures or other matter for inclusion in the 
columns of the “  Bookhams Bulletin.”  As there 
has been little or no response, it has been 
suggested that a list of Secretaries and their 
Organisations might assist those interested, so 
this is given below :—

A i r  R a i d s  P r e c a u t i o n s

Mr. L . Robertson, “  Old Rectory,”
Gt. Bookham. Bookham 227. 

B o o k h a m  S c o u t s

—  Waterfield, “  Foulis,”
Gt. Bookham. Bookham 19. 

B o w l i n g  C l u b

Mr. R. Andrews,
' F ive Beeches,”  Dorking Road,

Gt. Bookham. Bookham 201. 
B o y s ’ B r i g a d e

Mr. D. Cook, Flushing Farm House,
Gt. Bookham. Bookham 320. 

B r i t i s h  L e g i o n

(Effingham and The Bookhams Branch)
Mr. F . Bishop, Forest Road,

Effingham Junction. East Horsley 147. 
Mr. W . Muggeridge,

St. Jean,” Crabtree Lane,
Gt. Bookham. Bookham 399.

B l u e  B i r d s

Mrs. Hutchings, “  D ovecot,”
Downs W ay, Gt. Bookham.

C a m p  F i r e  G i r l s

Mrs. Hawkins, “  Portreath,”
Low er Road, Gt. Bookham.

C r i c k e t  C l u b

Mr. W . J. Dawes, “  Alsager,”
Lelliotts Lane, Leatherhead Common. 

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Miss Beddoe, “  Kendenis,”

Leatherhead Road, Gt. Bookham. 
F o o t b a l l  C l u b

Mr. R . Gidden, “  Rendezvous,”
W oodlands Road, Bookham. 

F o o t b a l l  C l u b — Wednesday.
Mr. H . Ranger,

7, Church Place, Gt. Bookham.
Asst. Sec. Mr. C. Hunt, “  Lew is,” 

Blackthorne Road, Gt. Bookham.

G a r d e n  S o c i e t y
Mr. C. Saunders, “  Sycamore,”

Eastwick Drive, Gt. Bookham,
Mr. S. Pearsall, “  Sherwood,”

The Park, Gt. Bookham,
L i t t l e  B o o k h a m  B o y s ’ C l u b  

Mr. J. Greathurst,
Merrylands Road, Bookham.

L i t e r a r y  & D r a m a t i c  S o c i e t y  
Mrs. B o w e n ,  “  S u n n y c o t , ”

Lower Road, Gt. Bookham.
L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s  U n i o n  

Mr. O. Groom,
“  W ychw ood,” Sole Farm Road,

Gt. Bookham. Bookham 285.
L i f e  B o y s ’ B r i g a d e

(Leader in charge) Mrs. Payne,
“  Glandore,” Keswick Road,

Gt. Bookham.
L i f e  G i r l s ’ B r i g a d e

Captain : Mrs. Shipley, “  Garlands,” 
Rookery Close, The Ridgeway,

Fetcham Park. Leatherhead 420,
N u r s i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n

Mrs. Benest, “  St. Helliers,”
Hawks Hill Close,

Fetcham Park. Leatherhead 384.
R a t e p a y e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n  

Mr. R .  Bishop,
“ jon od ,”  Dowlans Road,

Gt. Bookham. Bookham 465.
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  B u r e a u

Miss Thompson, Tw o Oaks,”
The Park, Gt. Bookham.

W o m e n ’ s C o -o p e r a t i v e  G u i l d  
Mrs. V in cent .

W o m e n ’ s G u i l d  
Mrs. B o w e n .

Leaking taps are a constant source of annoy­
ance. New washers can be fitted with very 
little trouble. First turn off the water at the 
main tap. Then the top portion of the defective 
tap is unscrewed and the valve jumper lifted out. 
The washer is held in place by a nut, which is 
unscrewed, the old washer removed and the new 
one put in its place. Use leather or rubber 
washers for cold water and fibre for hot water. 
A leaking gland is cured by unscrewing the gland 
nut, winding soft string soaked in fat in the 
recess, then finally screwing the nut dowTn 
tightly on to it.
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Bowls in Bookham.
Since our last issue the members of the 

Bookhams Bowling Club have again commenced 
a new season of enjoyment of the game.

The Club owing to death and removals, lost 
several of its members over the winter months, 
but newcomers have joined and the membership 
is larger than ever.

The Club is a lusty youngster, having last 
May commenced its fourth year of life. There 
are very few, if any Clubs within a large radius 
of this village which can put 32 players in 
matches on one day, but this Bookharxi did on 
Saturday July 3rd. Furthermore its list of 
fixtures each season is now always a large one.

Both sexes at the commencement of the season 
entered for the County Competitions and it is 
with great pleasure that we mention success 
came to one of the ladies, Mrs. Williams, who 
has now played for the County. Considering 
the large number of bowling clubs which this 
particular County covers, it is an honour both to 
the lady in question and to Bookham.

W hilst the membership of the Club is large, 
there is room yet for more members, especially 
ladies, and new ones will always receive a hearty 
welcome, as bowls as played at Bookham is 
without a doubt the most democratic game.— R.A,

IL IF., IHIancocic
THE LITTLE SHOP WITH 
A BIG REPUTATION FOR

All Dom estic W are. 
Tinware, China, etc,

R A D II O
Aerodyne, Cossor, etc,
M odem Accumulator Charging Plant. 
Collections and Deliveries.
Electrical Goods. Repairs.

1 C Y C L E S
Raleigh, Matchless, New Hudson, 
Coventry Eagle. All Accessories. 
Official N.C.IJ. Repairer.
Agent for “ Sol” Prams.

Leatherhead Rd. Bookham



PHONE S P E C I A L  O R D E R S

C A M E R O N ’S I N  2 4  H O U R S  : :

B O O K H A M  233 M. A. PE R R Y
For Fruits, Salads HIGH STREET
and Vegetables :: BOOKHAM

L O C A L  P R O D U C E
O U R  S P E C IA L IT Y

r'“~

Daily Deliveries in
Fetcham, Bookham, Effingham and BALLITO, BEAR BRAND

Horsley & SILKESTIA STOCKINGS

TIMBER S TIMBER! B r it is h  Legion
** Effingham and

FOR QUALITY The Bookhams
Buy from your :::: Branch ::::

Local Timber Yard

The above Branch
ALSO GENERAL IRONMONGERY cordially invite all

Ex - Service Men

P. M. C LA C K to become Members

Leatherhead Road A ll particulars from

Legion Hall
Phone Bookham 246 Lower Road, Effiiingjlhairii



/A

JACKSON'S GRANARIES
Bookham and Leatherhead
Phones - Bookham 281 - Leatherhcad 2947

BULBS! BULBS! BULBS!
DIRECT FROM H O LLAN D

Tulips Crocus Scilla
Muscari Chionodoxa Snowdrops
Eranthis Narcissus Hyacinth

Daffodils

Best Bulbs at Lowest Prices

Prepare now for Xmas Blooms

Bulb Fibre always in stock


