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Established over 70 years

J. Stemp & Sons
Boot & Shoe Repairers

High Street, Gt.Bookham.

Dealers in all kinds of Leather 
Goods, Cases, Bags, Trunks and 
anything in Leather Repaired 
on the premises. Brooms, 
Brushes and Garden Tools, Dog 
Collars and Leads stocked and 

made to order.
Oldest Established 

Repairers in Bookham

Office Hours: 9 a.m.— 6 p.m. Tel: Bookham 3181 and 4390, Leatherhead 4101/2

PORT ER  & SMART
SURVEYORS, AUCTIONEERS, HOUSE, LAND 

AND ESTATE AGENTS
Valuation for Probate and all purposes 

Experts with local knowledge in dealing with all forms of 
Property in Bookham and surrounding District.

7, NORTH STREET, LEATHERHEAD.
CORNER HOUSE, OPPOSITE CHURCH ROAD, 

GREAT BOOKHAM, SURREY

The Surrey County 
Reporter

Y O U R  L O C A L  N E W S P A P E R  

Every Thursday Price 5d



V a l l i  s h o e s
HIGH F AS HI ON IN HIGH STREET, GREAT BOOKHAM

Specialists in Childrens Footwear, Clarks and Startrite  
County Shoes fo r  Ladies and Gentlemen 

Italian Handmade Sandals 
Nylons by Berkshire and Pretty Polly 

Gloves and Handbags to match

4 8 -  H O U R  CRAFT S H O E  REPAI RS Telephone 4049

NOELLE LTD./J
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UNDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION
2& 3  GROVE CORNER • BOOKHAM ’Phone Bookham 2312
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C O N S U L T

A Reverent and Comprehensive Service
The need for careful funeral arrangem ents comes, as 
a rule, very  suddenly  and i t  is then  th a t  you require 
no t on ly  personal advice, b u t  im m ediate a tten tio n  tc
your w ishes.....................W ith  com plete confidence
you can e n tru s t every deta il of the  arrangem ents in 
accordance w ith  these wishes . . .

HAWKINS & SONS LTD.
Funeral & Cremation Service 

Private Chapels of Rest

2 HIGHLANDS ROAD
(NEXT TO PARISH CHURCH)

LEATHERHEAD 
Day and Night Service
Telephone: LEATHERHEAD 24 35  or BOOKHAM 3 2 4 2  - 3 4 6 0

Say'jt with Flowers by “ Interflora”  from . .

T f C a t l e i j u i t i  Wreaths, Bouquets
Proprietors: O. Capel & H. South and all Floral Tributes

Florist made at short notice
CHURCH ROAD, Gt. BOOKHAM — Catl or Phone 3460
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Quarterly Journal of the Bookham Community Association

No. 112 Spring, 1962 30th year

EDITORIAL
As we go to press with this 

issue of The Bulletin, which is 
the last one of the year, we also 
start on the task of collecting and 
checking the advertisements for 
the 1962-63 series, on which we 
depend to pay the printer. The 
job, as in most voluntary under
takings, is complicated by labour 
difficulties. The Advertisement 
Manager of last year resigned; 
the newly-appointed Manager ran 
into unforeseen difficulties and 
could not take the full responsi- 
blity; committee members of the 
Community Association rallied 
round him to share out the bur
den; and the work will be com
pleted in time.

We do, however, hope that 
some public-spirited person will 
again come forward to take on 
the position of Advertisement 
Manager which is so vital for the 
continuance of The Bulletin. Ex
perience in this line is not impor
tant because the big rush comes 
at the beginning of the year and 
is now over. There will be ample 
time to pick up the “know-how”. 
What is essential is the time to 
call on local tradesmen with 
proofs, etc.

If you have had the patience

to read so far perhaps you would 
turn back to the front cover and 
see that this is edition No. 112 
and that in June The Bulletin will 
go into its 30th year. But will 
there be a thirtieth year? The 
answer depends on you! If you 
think it is worth continuing you 
will join the Community Associa
tion, so indicating your support. 
Besides the Bulletin, the Associa
tion administers the Barn Hall, 
helps with the Polesden Lacey 
Open Air Theatre and organises 
Village Day. All these are big 
jobs—they are among the things 
which make Bookham different 
from other places—but they will 
not last unless the enthusiastic 
volunteers who run them year 
after year have the encourage
ment of village backing

It is not generally known that, 
despite the wonderful support of 
local tradesmen, The Bulletin 
does not pay for itself. It is 
subsidized by the Association 
and, unless the advertisement re
venue is increased, the subsidy 
will have to be doubled. The 
Community Association has no 
secret funds. It depends on mem
bers’ subscriptions—only 2/6d a 
year. A lot more half-crowns 
would be the shot-in-the-arm the
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Association needs. Please read 
the message below from the 
Membership Secretary and then 
take action.

Dear Reader,
The Community Association is 

losing money because the sub
scriptions of members are not 
being collected. Many people 
forget to send half-crowns by post 
but would be very happy to pay 
if asked personally. It is quite 
impossible for me to get all round 
the village and I would be grate
ful for assistance from you. If 
you feel that you would have time 
to collect subscriptions from 
members living in your own road 
please write to me or ring and I 
would let you have a collecting 
card.

Yours sincerely,
R. S. Woodrow-Clark

Annual subscriptions of 2/6d. per 
annum can be sent to :—

The Membership Secretary,
R. S. Woodrow-Clark, Esq.,

21 Barn Meadow Lane, 
Bookham 4070.



A  G O O D  S E L E C T I O N  O F  U S E D  C A R S  W O R T H Y  O F  I N S P E C T I O N
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Austin - Standard - Morris - Hillman - Triumph 
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
NEWS

Gramophone Club. We congrat
ulate the Club on reaching its 
tenth birthday in February last. 
As might be expected, there has 
been quite a turnover in member
ship since the early days but the 
Club still meets a local demand 
and attracts a reasonable attend
ance at all its meetings. It closes 
down in April but will re-open in 
September with another attractive 
programme.

Camera Club. This Club attracts 
members from a wide area out
side the village and has had, 
owing to the strain on accom
modation, to transfer its meeting 
to the Bookham Primary School. 
We congratulate it on reaching 
the Semi-Finals of the Surrey 
Federation Knock-out Competi
tion which wil be held at the 
Barn Hall on Saturday, March 
31st.

Old Tyme Dance Club. For a
long time a plea has been going 
out from this Club for ’teenage 
members. At long last the freeze 
up has broken and the young 
people are coming along—in 
small numbers at the moment, 
but it is hoped that the idea will 
catch on with young people. It 
seems commonsense that once the 
simple basic steps of jive and 
twist have been acquired new 
dancers will wish to progress to 
the slightly more complicated and 
certainly more graceful intricacies 
of the old-time ballroom.

Village Day Meeting. There will 
be a Helpers’ Meeting at the 
Barn Hall on Thursday, April 
5th, at 8.15 p.m., when there will 
be a warm welcome for all. 
Please come along and hear all 
about the Day.

“TRAVEL”
67 HIGH STREET, 

LEATHERHEAD 
(Leatherhead 5252/3

Your local comprehensive 
travel agency tells us that 
although bookings for holi
days are heavy again this 
year, there is still time to 

book.

Brochures for all major 
touring organisations are 

available there,

AND “TRAVEL” DO NOT 
CHARGE BOOKING 

FEES

Please do not delay in 
visiting 

“TRAVEL”

“TRAVEL” is also accred
ited booking agent for all 
theatre, concerts and sport
ing functions, air lines and 

world shipping.

THE WAY OF AN OTTER

By Mabel E. Byrt
Author of “Call of the River”
A statement by The Mammal 

Society of the British Isles to the 
effect that “our native mammals 
have received less attention from 
naturalists than is their due”, is 
perhaps particularly true of the 
otter. This fascinating animal is 
widely distributed throughout the 
British Isles, yet its life and 
habits are so elusive that it is 
difficult to study it at close 
quarters and to assess it at its 
true worth since it is mainly, 
though not wholly, nocturnal.

Although a member of the 
Mustelidae, which include the 
stoat, badger, the rare, alas, pine 
martin and the weasel, an otter 
can be thought of as a water dog. 
Indeed, to my mind my black 
Labrador strongly resembles an 
otter in many respects. Playful, 
sensitive, affectionate, gentle to
wards loved ones and with a high 
degree of intelligence and a men
tality which is capable of learn- 
-ing are all traits of the otter, 
skilled fisher in sea and river, 
with an unerring instinct to re
trieve; supremely adept in water, 
Lutra lutra is also known to 
travel overland, passing from one 
tributary to another, using the 
otter paths that have been trod
den by countless generations of 
otters. His main diet consists of 
fish of every knd, though it ap
pears to have escaped the atten
tion of many anglers that eels are
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much sought after and in this re
spect he is more friend than foe 
and, until myxomatosis occurred, 
a meal of rabbit was was not to 
be sniffed at, the otter causing 
instantaneous death by a nip on 
the back of the neck with sharp 
incisors, the rabbit being skinned 
before eating. Other items in the 
menu include frogs, water-voles, 
mice, rats, ducks, moorhens, slugs 
and earthworms — but not the 
toad—the last by learning and 
not instinct. When traversing an 
estuary to the sea the diet is 
further enlivened by Crustacea.

How far the otter has been 
obliged by persecution to become 
nocturnal is a matter for conjec
ture, but when conditions are 
considered “safe” he will venture 
out in the daytime, and I recall, 
one warm sunny afternoon at Up- 
ottery in Devon, seeing an otter 
cruising in midstream. His back 
was partly submerged but I had 
a clear picture of the broad, 
rather flat head, small neat ears 
lying flat; of coarse bushy whis
kers and a gleam of small round 
dark eyes, the powerful tapering 
rudder moving lazily to and fro 
as the otter swept silently through 
the water. He passed under the 
little bridge, investigating every
thing that came to notice until 
he had disappeared.

Many hold the belief that 
otters are monogamous, though 
this is not known for certain, but 
it is true to say that they are 
capable of long and deep attach
ment and the dog-otter is devoted

to his mate.

The cubs, two or three in num
ber, are most generally born in 
March and remain with their 
parents for the best part of a 
year. (There is sufficient evi
dence to suggest that sometimes 
a litter is produced at other times, 
though this is the exception rather 
than normal procedure.) So far 
as is known the period of gesta
tion has been reckoned at 61 
days, the female segregating her
self towards the end of her time 
and it is she that appears to 
shoulder most of the responsi
bility of rearing her young. The 
cubs are completely helpless at 
bitrh and remain blind for a con
siderable time. They remain in 
the holt—a burrow often to be 
found in the river bank or be
neath commodious tree roots and 
couched with soft materials 
gathered by the female — until 
they are active enough to be given 
a first airing. Otters have a 
natural fear of the water and are 
taught to swim in a series of 
lessons aided by both parents. 
Two coats of fur are grown; a 
velvety under-pile which pre
serves a high temperature even in 
the severest conditions, and a 
waterproof overcoat.

Nomadic by habit, the otter 
is here today and gone tomorrow. 
Searching after otters in Berk
shire I had followed a water
course fruitlessly for some miles 
when the steady rain turned to a 
downpour and I gave up the 
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search. Returning the following 
day I came across the five 
webbed-toe and pad marks of an 
otter clearly imprinted in the mud 
and which were certainly not 
there the day before. Following 
them to a disused water-mill the 
tracks suddenly ended. Either my 
otter had re-visited an old haunt 
or had discovered a new one and 
was “passing” through to the 
higher reaches of the main river.

At the age of one year the otter 
becomes adult, though he con
tinues to grow in size and weight 
until the end of the second year 
when he may weigh anything 
from 17 lbs. to as much as 32 lbs. 
and a female from 12 lbs. to 
18 or 19 lbs. The average life 
span is assessed at about ten 
years, and on evidence, two 
female otters kept as pets lived 
for over seventeen years, though 
the hazards of otters in the wild 
make it hard to believe that they 
attain to anything approaching 
that age.

An otter is never too old to 
play, and here surely, lies the 
secret of its charm, for it ranks 
amongst the highest animals in 
intelligence and inventiveness. 
Whether it be tobogganing in the 
snow (and great fun is made of 
it) or sporting in the water, 
executing little rolls and turns 
and diving feats, or playing catch- 
me - if - you - can; whether it be 
absorbed in the twig game or 
tossing the tail of an eaten fish 
and catching it again; kissing 
noses, or calling to one another 
up-river, the way of an otter is
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one which, to know a little, 
kindles the desire to know more 
and to protect the life of one of 
our most fascinating mammals.

ROUND THE VILLAGE 
Bookham Choral Society. Re
hearsals are now in full swing for 
the forthcoming Leith Hill Musi
cal Festival competition and per
formance of works by Orlando 
Gibbons, Thomas Morley, Vaug
han Williams and Gerald Finzsey.

Any new members of all voices 
would be very welcome at one of 
the evening rehearsals in the Con
gregational Hall on Thursdays at 
8 p.m. There is no voice test— 
all that is necessary is to be able 
to sing in tune and to be willing 
to have a try.
The Bookham Youth Club,
meeting at the Barn Hall at 7.30 
on Mondays, has a growing mem
bership of boys and girls. The 
New Year Party was a great suc
cess, and the young people are to 
be congratulated on their willing 
help with its planning and pre
paration. The Club, like many 
other neVly-formed groups, has 
had its teething troubles, and is 
still feeling its way. It is, how
ever, slowly working towards an 
organised programme, one of its 
more successful items being a 
course of talks for the girls on 
dress sense and grooming. Sun
day afternoon walks have been 
enjoyed.
Bookham Afternoon W.I. This 
Instiute is to be congratulated on 
its first programme of the New 
Year when local talent was spot
lighted. The afternoon’s lecture

on Moscow and Leningrad was 
given by Mrs, Sprigg, of Little 
Bookham, and was illustrated 
with slides taken when she accom
panied her husband to Russia for 
an International Conference of 
Orientalists. The vote of thanks 
was moved, in Russian, by Mrs. 
M. Boardman and seconded, also 
in Russian, by Mrs. R. Lambert. 
We are sure that the B.B.C. 
would have been proud of these 
two pupils.
Local Political Parties. There is 
not much political activity at the 
moment, but the A.G.M. of the 
Conservative Association, on 
March 2nd, marks the election of 
a new committee who will plan 
the programme for the forthcom
ing months, which might well be 
a full one.

The Liberals are gathering up 
their energies for a complete can
vass of the district during the 
Spring and Summer months, and, 
to this end, members are study
ing the books and pamphlets 
which are available for loan 
through the Association.

The Labour Party is looking 
forward to the Local Elections to 
spur its members to fresh activity. 
Mr. Frank Finch, County Coun
cillor for this area, will be addres
sing a meeting in Bookham, some 
time in March, on his work at 
Kingston and will deal specific
ally with the Greater London 
Plan.
Eastwick Park Cricket Club. Fol
lowing the drive made by 40 
members of the Club to clear 
the stones from the Recreation
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Ground in the Lower Road, the 
Urban District Council has car
ried out its part of the bargain 
in putting the ground in order 
for play and it is hoped that prac
tice will start there in April, 
weather conditions being favour
able.

Youth Club at Little Bookham.
We have been asked to 

announce that a new Youth Club 
has started at the Little Bookham 
Hall on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. to 
10 p.m., and that members will 
be welcomed from Fetcham and 
Effingham as well as Bookham.

Toilers of the Deep. We were 
pleased to receive a visit the other 
day from Mr. R. D. Harris, of 
Sevenoaks. He came to Book
ham in the course of his work as 
south-eastern Organiser for the 
Royal National Mission to Deep 
Sea Fishermen and was told that 
if he wanted to know about 
Bookham then he should read the 
Bulletin. This he did, and then he 
came to see us. He told us about 
the good work done by the Mis
sion which was founded 80 years 
ago and is under the patronage 
of H.M. The Queen. Its object 
is to care for the physical, social 
and spiritual well-being of fisher
men, men who spend over 300 
days each year at sea, away from 
their family and friends. It is 
obvious that they need more help 
than% workers at home and the 
Missions exist to help them in 
their special difficulties. So far 
as funds will allow Mission
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Centres have been provided in the 
fishing ports where a homely wel
come and accommodation is al
ways available. The Superinten
dent is there to listen to troubles 
and worries, many of them dom
estic, and is trained to assist in 
righting them. During the last 
ten years major projects have 
been completed at a cost of over 
£150,000.

If any individual or organisa
tion would like to hear more 
about this worthwhile cause 
please let us know and we will 
tell Mr. Harris who will arrange 
for a Speaker or give information 
on ways of helping.

CALENDAR Saturday, July 21st
Garden Society Show, 

Saturday, March 10th Hall.
Camera Club Exhibition, Barn Saturday, July 7th 
Hall. Eastwick School Fete.

Barn

Saturday, March 24th 
Carnival Queen Dance. Old 
Peoples’ Welfare, Barn Hall.

Saturday, June 16th 
VILLAGE DAY

Saturday, June 23rd 
Fete. Old Peoples Welfare, 
Ronson’s Field.

Saturday, June 30th 
Eastwick Park Cricket Club 
Dance, Barn Hall.

19th, 20th, 21st July 
The Winter’s Tale. Open Air 
Theatre, Polesden Lacey.

F .  A .  T O T T M A N
(Late S. MADGE & SON)

F IN E S T  Q U A LITY HOME K IL L E D  M EAT 

P O U LT R Y  FROM  OUR OWN FA RM  

L o c a l  D e l i v e r i e s

CHURCN ROAD, Gt. Bookham
P H O N E  1 2

A SHORT HISTORY OF 
BOOKHAM, SURREY

(Part III)
By John Harvey, F.S.A. 

(Copyright reserved to the author) 
Little remains of the Bookham 

seen by the Domesday surveyors 
of 1086. The landscape has been 
utterly changed, and only part 
of one building remains: two win
dows and a little walling from 
the early Norman church of Great 
Bookham. These windows were 
found in 1913 by the late Philip 
M. Johnston, above the later 
north arcade of the nave. This 
arcade was inserted in an existing 
wall, to avoid demolition. The 
church in its original form was 
about 50 feet long by 20 feet 
wide, and covered the nave of the 
present church from the Tower to 
the Chancel Arch; there may 
have been a small square or 
Apsidal chancel to, eastward. The 
coloured patterns on the reveals 
of the eastern window, even 
though they may not date from 
the 11th century, are the earliest 
work of decorative art so far 
found in Bookham.

In Norman times the church 
was served by a rector; Chertsey 
Abbey did not appropriate the 
advowson until 1292, when the 
old rectory became the vicarage.
Please turn to page 18
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PRIVATE 
CAR HIRE

CARS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

LOCK &
GALLAGHER

“ ROTHWELL HOUSE” 
Church Rd.. Bookham

PHONE: 3242

JACK & JILL 
N U R S £ R Y

Children aged 2-5

CARED FOR

M ornings 9.30 - 12.30 

and M on. & T hurs. 2 - 5 p.m.

AT

214a LOWER ROAD 
Gt. BOOKHAM

(Over Cubitt & West) 

A P P L Y  TO :

M r s . SIMMONDS



R. W .  S C O T T
& SON
Builders

Decorators
Undertakers

Works:
Guildford Road, Effingham. 

Tel.: Bookham 2166.

Private Address :
6, Norwood Road, 

Effingham, Surrey.
IX 5K & & 8  3Ct YU & 8  8  & SOOX SOOOOX XI5XIX & 38 S5S&&
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INSURANCE
(1) A ll types of Life Endowment insurances 

arranged with leading Insurance Offices on 
most advantageous terms.

(2) Comprehensive Policies for Householders 
and Shopkeepers.

(3) Motor Insurances. Special No Claims Bonus.
33-^% after 1 year w ithout Claim
S0% after 8 years w ithout Claim

to r details write, phone, or call at :—

Walter Harriot & Company Limited,
Incorporated Insurance Brokers,

43, BRIDGE STREET, LEATHERHEAD.
Tel. Leatherhead 4573 (evenings Bookham 2370 or Abinger 493)

LIMITED
4  G r o v e  C o rn '

b o o k h a m

Tel' Bookham

PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT

Dispensing Chemist

GIFTS
a l l  th  e 

y e a r  r o u n d

o o  O  o  o

A g e n ts  fo r

DOROTHY GRAY 
YARDLEY 
REVLON 
INNOXA 

HARTNELL 
OLD SPICE

a n d  o th e r  

p ro p r ie ta r y  b ra n d s

gXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX'^
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NEETANDKWIK
SHOE REPAIR SERVICE

Long Soling a Speciality

Ladies’ Fashion Shoes

Repaired on Makers’ 
Lasts

22 Crabtree Lane
BOOKHAM
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T H IS  IS REAL M O V IE  M A G IC  I

New Kodak 8 mm. projector 
w ith  tip-top performance

H e r e ’s  a wonderful new pro
jector that will show your home 
movies at their very best--the 
‘Brownie’ Eight-5 8. Beautifully 
styled and compactly designed, 
it’s no bigger than a portable 
radio—yet it gives a brilliant, 
‘large-as-life’picture, thanks to 
a fine lens and revolutionary 
new lighting system. At only 
£ 25, it’s amazing value!

l e a t h e r h e a d  r o a d
GREAT B O O K H A M

‘ B r o w n i e ’ E ig h t - 5 8  

p ro je c to r

£ 2 5

GRAY’S THE CHEMIST

EPSOM AND

LEATHERHEAD

COACHES
(H. R. Richmond, Ltd.) 

Excursions & Tours 

from CROWN HOTEL 
also PRIVATE HIRE

Garage :
“  DAGSHAI,”  

Leatherhead Rd„ 
Gt. Bookham. 

Enquiries :
37 SOUTH ST., 

Epsom.

'Phone: 5252 or Agents

TIMBER & BUILDERS 
MERCHANT

P. M. CLACK
& SON L T D .

LEATHERHEAD ROAD
’P h o n e  : B o o k h a m  246 .

Timber, Cement, Sand, 
Ballast, Lime, Glass, 
Ironmongery, Chlorate 
of Soda, Plywood & 
Hardboard, Roof Felt.
Supplied in any Quantity

Plumbing & Decorating 
Materials Stocked

Tollett, Jackson & Company Ltd,
7 C H U R C H  ROAD, GREAT BOOKHAM

BOOKHAM  4354

Insurance
and

Mortgage
Consultants

We will be pleased to advise you on your Mortgage or 
Insurance requirements without obligation.

14



F

THE SPINNEY SCHOOL TEL: BOOKHAM 2980

NURSERY & PREPARATORY FOR BOYS & Page &
GIRLS FROM 3 TO 11 YEARS. Clatworthy

Recognised by the Ministry of Education. Ltd,
(PAGE, BEECH & JACKSON)Modern Froebel method of teaching.

Small classes and individual work. Large rooms set in
High - Classspacious grounds. On 418 Bus route.

School car available. Butchers
Write for prospectus to : & Poulterers

The Principal, The Spinney School,
T H E  G R O V E

EASTWICIC DRIVE, GT. BOOKHAM B O O K H A M
Tel.: Bookham 84. and at Ashtead

B u y in g  A  D og ?
PEDIGREE 

Longhaired Dachshunds

Puppies of various ages usually 
for sale from prizewinning 
parents. Healthy, affectionate, 
sweet temperaments. Used to 

Children.

DOGS AT STUD

Mrs. R. Simmonds, 
Jack and Jill Nursery, 

214a Lower Road, 
Great Bookham.

ERATIVE
CORNER
NORTH ST., & HAYDON PLACE

G U I L D F O R D
T E L E P H O N E  2 9 7 4 - 9

Is well worth a visit 
to Guildford

This large exciting store has a wide selection o ' reasonably 
priced goods, which you may purchase for cash or on 

generous credit terms.

Local Grocery Store—Leatherhead Rd., Gt. Bookham

15



O V E R  7 5 0  C Y C L E S  IN S T O C K  AT

T A Y L O R S
1-3 HIGH STREET, LEATHERHEAD, ’Phone 2431
RALEIGH • B.S.A • P H ILLIPS  • HERCULES • DAW ES Etc.

SPECIALISTS FOR

MOTOR SCOOTERS • LIGHT WEIGHT MOTOR CYCLES & MOPEDS 
Agent for : N.S.U. QUICKLY • NEW PRIMA • JAMES • DOUGLAS VESPA 

LAMBRETTA • RALEIGH ■ PALOMA • MANET SCOOTER 
FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOP &  EXCELLENT ENGINEERING STAFF to give F irs t Class A fter Sales Service

EASY TERMS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

Specialists also for Electrical Tools, Sports, Baby Carriages & Toys

GRANTHAMS
i i ,  NORTH STREET, LEATHERHEAD

Phone : LEATHERHEAD 3537/8/9

Complete House Furnishers
For your next fitted carpet, loose covers or curtains, please telephone for free estimate 

THE QUALITY OF OUR WORKMANSHIP CANNOT BE BETTERED &  OUR PRICES ARE KEENEST ANYWHERE

G R A N T H A M S  F U N E R A  S E R V I C E
Office & Private Chapels of Rest: CAMERON HOUSE, CHURCH ST., LEATHERHEAD.

(Opposite The Public Library)
Telephone : Leatherhead 5042 (Day and Night)
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★  SPRING
★  SUMMER
★  AUTUMN
★  WINTER

Ransomes, Suffolk, Rotoscythe Sales and Service, 
Fison’s Fertilizers, I.C.I. Incecticides,
John Innes composts, BIO products,
B.N.T. Wilkinson & Neverbend Garden tools, 
Unwin and Bees Seeds,
Wire netting & fencing stakes,
Pyrex ware, Prestige kitchen equipment,
Aladdin and Valor convector Heaters,
Dulux decorative finishes,
Robbialac Coloriser paints.
All Valspar colours in stock

RING B O O K H A M  2491 /

Bookham Ironmongers
W . J. A IN D O W

L E A T H E R H E A D  R O A D B O O K H A M

J o in
the

Wines to suit all tastes at prices to suit all pockets

TH E B E C K L E Y  O FF L IC E N C E
(E. R. JONES)

COMMUNITY
1-3 N EW  PARADE, LEATHERHEAD ROAD  

GREAT BOOKAM

ASSOCIATION Telephone: 575

Drinks Supplied for Weddings and Parties on Sale or Return

S u b scrip tio n
2 / 6

Glasses Loaned Free
Open till 10 p.m. Daily, Sundays excepted

Free Delivery in all Areas
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Thus from the 13th century and 
very possibly from the 7th, the 
parsonage house of Bookham 
stood on the same ground that 
the “Old Rectory” does to-day. 
This house itself dates only from 
the early years of the 19th cen
tury; in 1933 it was sold by the 
church authorities, who bought 
the present rectory. Little Book- 
ham Manor House (now Manor 
House School) probably stands on 
its Domesday site, but the old 
Manor House of Great Bookham, 
on a site close by Park View, has 
disappeared and so has Slyfield 
Mill which lasted into the 19th 
century. But we feel sure that 
most of the plots on either side 
of the High Street have been in
habited sites for over 1,000 years.

Something of the aspect of the 
Bookham country side in the 11th 
century can be pieced together 
from later sources, and though we 
must not picture a static village 
where nothing ever happened, the 
same essential features remained 
constant from the time of Domes
day, and indeed earlier, until the 
close of the 18th century. The 
ancient parish fell into certain 
natural divisions, which provided 
the skeleton of its history. Start
ing at the north there was the 
river with the mill and water 
meadows, behind which rose 
wooded slopes of heavy clay land 
continuing for over a mile. Part 
of the northern slopes became 
enclosed as time went on, trees 
were cleared, and a little settle
ment of independent farms grew 
up, later known as “Northend”

from its position in relation to the 
village.

Beyond these farms southwards 
stretched, and still stretches, the 
wild expanse of Bookham Com
mon, in part thickly wooded. 
Across it ran a valley whose small 
stream was dammed to form a 
fish-pond. Further on the en
closures began again, alongside 
the lanes which led to the village 
and its hamlets, Eastwick and 
Preston. At the centre of the 
parish were church, manor-house 
and High Street. Gates or 
“hatches” shut off the streets of 
the village from the wandering 
cattle on the commons, and there 
were also hatches where hedged 
lanes led off the common land. 
Although the- gates across the 
roads have disappeared, several 
still stand on the smaller lanes 
leading from Bookham and Ran- 
more Commons.

Around the houses of the vil
lage stretched the Common 
Arable Field, more than a square 
mile in extent, running up to the 
Polesden boundaries on the south, 
and filling the whole width of the 
parish between Fetcham on the 
east and Effingham on the west. 
The open fields of these parishes 
carried on in one unbroken sweep 
along the slope of the Downs. No 
fences or hedges broke the rolling 
sea of crops except where the 
groups of village plots stood out 
like islands, or peninsulas of un
cleared woodland stretched out 
from the waste. This ploughland 
was on the chalk, which provided

1 8

good drainage, so that the soil 
never became waterlogged,. For 
this reason no vestiges can be 
traced of the old individual strips, 
which in the Midland Counties 
may still be distinguished by their 
humped contours, showing as a 
series of tall and narrow reversed 
S-curves across the pastures. 
These ridge-and-furrow strips 
were produced by constant turn
ing with the plough from each 
side towards the centre of the 
strip to drain the soil, while turn
ing the plough team at each 
furrow’s end made the curved 
plan.*

At the summit of the sloping 
field began the great beech-wood 
from which Boc-ham, the village 
by the beeches, took its name. 
Bocwode or Southwode, stretch
ing across the valley to the further 
heights of Ranmore, must always 
have been an inviting forest be
side which to dwell, and the 
enterprising Saxons Poll and 
Bacga left us their names 
attached to the sections of the 
valley, Poles-dene and Bag-dene, 
in which they made their homes, 
Polesden, indeed seems to have 
been a name applied to the valley 
as a whole, f

* See C.S. and C.S. Orwin: The Open
Fields (1938).

t  See Surrey Archaeological Collec
tions vol. L (1949) 161-164.
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R. P . H I L L A R D
•  STATIONERY, PRINTING
•  GREETINGS CARDS, FANCY GOODS, BOOKS 
0 TOYS, TOBACCO & CONFECTIONERY

Lit. B o o k h a m  P o s t  Office
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CHURCH ROAD

LADIES’ & 

CHILDREN’S WEAR 

LEE-COOPER, SLIMMA SLACKS 

SKIRTS, ETC.

SWIMWEAR, HOUSEHOLD LINENS, ETC. 

CORSETRY, DRESS PATTERNS 

KNITTING WOOLS by JAEGER, EMU, P & B, ETC.

E L I Z A B E T H S
Phone: 3307

^xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
t: XX X
x coffee— good coffee ! x
X X
x luncheons— snacks all day xX X
X 0  7  ̂ X
% open Sundays 3 - 6 *
x xx x

r e  g
X X
x Church Road, Great Bookham x
x x

continental rendezvous ;;;
. X

smokes, chocs, confections, delicious pastries |:i
and toilet preparations x

x

mxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx%
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x Telephone: Bookham 3888
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X  T e l:
3* Bookham
l  3013
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^ Children’s O utfitters  
a  Haberdashery, Wools,
X  A r t Needlework

Stockists for Ballerina, 
a  Morley & Kayser Bondor 

Hosiery

^ 5, G rove C orner |  
^ G t .B ookham  »
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PERSONAL COLUMN

Obituary. We extend our sym
pathies to the family of the late 
Mr. Herbert Henry Brackenbury 
who has died at the age of 73. He 
came to Bookham at the age of 
19 in the household of Lady 
Greville at Polesden Lacey. He 
served with distinction in the 
First World War, being awarded 
the Military Medal, and, on his 
return to Bookham, he started 
his own building and decorating 
business in the High Street. On 
his retirement in 1948 this was 
carried on by his son.

He was secretary for many 
years of the Bookham Football 
Club and he himself was a keen 
player, only retiring from the 
game when he was close on 50. 
He was also very interested in the 
Bookham Cricket Club. The 
older residents of Bookham knew 
him well and will miss his kindly 
interest in village affairs which he 
maintained right up to his death.

B.A.O.C. Trainee. Mr. Christo
pher Gant, of Barn Meadow 
Lane, is in New York, and will 
go afterwards for two weeks to 
Calcutta as part of his three 
years’ training with B.O.A.C. for 
Air Station Officer. He is now 
nearing the end of his second 
year and has already had the 
good fortune to visit many of the 
leading capital cities of South 
America. He is a graduate in 
Geography of Durham University 
which is a fine qualification for

the work he is undertaking. One 
of his hobbies is Music and, when 
he is at home, he sings in the 
Choir of St. Nicolas Church.

Nursing in Auckland. Miss 
Pamela Grainger is another 
Bookham young person who is 
“going places”. She is nursing 
for two-and-a-half to three years 
in the National Women’s Hos
pital, Auckland, New Zealand. 
She has gone with a friend, also 
a nurse in the same Hospital, and 
they have been able to buy a little 
car so that they can get about 
and see the country. They have 
already visited Rotarua which 
they found fascinating. Pamela 
is working in the midwifery de
partment where she has demon
strated the high standards of 
British nursing training by de
livering a 12  ̂ lbs. baby, and not 
a stitch needed.

Record for Barn Meadow ?
Stuart Ashton, also of Barn 
Meadow Lane, is in his first year 
at Manchester University, study
ing Mathematics and Engineer
ing. We are wondering whether 
Barn Meadow holds the record 
for young people at universities 
and colleges?

Finals Ahead. Our special good 
wishes go to Miss Jennifer Tib
betts, a member of our Barn 
Hall Club, and, in her school
days a member of our short-lived 
Drama Group, who is at Hull 
University. She will be doing her

20

Finals in English at the end of 
this academic year.

Long Arm of Coincidence. Mrs. 
Maud West, who has left Book
ham to join her husband in Nor
folk, has taken a flat in Wrox- 
ham. She was surprised and de
lighted to find old Bookhamites 
living at the end of the road—no 
other than Mr. and Mrs. Oliver 
Higby, who send good wishes to 
their many friends in the village.

Otters. We are happy to include 
an article, in this issue, on Otters, 
by Mrs. M. E. Byrt, the wife of 
our local Baptist Minister. Mrs. 
Byrt is a keen amateur naturalist 
and has had books published on 
both otters and birds. She ran 
the successful bird exhibit at the 
Countryside Exhibition at the 
Barn Hall last June. The article 
is especially topical as Mr. King- 
ham of Effingham, who lent us 
those delightful young badgers on 
Village Day, has just acquired 
an otter for his private Zoo.

JOIN THE
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Annual subscriptions of 2/6d. per 
annum can be sent to :—

The Membership Secretary,
R. S. Woodrow-Clark, Esq.,

21 Barn Meadow Lane, 
Bookham 4070



HOWARD WEALE
BOOKHAMS 

COAL MERCHANTS 
Since 1870

LORRIES ALWAYS FOR HIRE

’Phones: Bookham - Office 244. Depots 2655.
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For the Best Selection
o f

PHOTOGRAPHS
of your

WEDDING
Phone BOOKHAM 2748

A personal service from

J. C. FULLER
6 DAWNEY ROAD 

BOOKHAM
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G. WALES
Tc'mt e \  i T l e i c l i a n t s

B O O K H A M  3272

Logs
Larch Poles for Pergolas 
Interwoven Fencing 
Panels & Posts 
Pea and Bean Sticks 
Trees' Topped & Lopped

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  
X ■■■ 
X ' X  
X X

W. FINCH &  CO. LTD.
THE HOMESTEAD, EASTW1CK ROAD, GREAT BOOKHAM

SURREY

COAL, WOOD & BOILER FUEL 
MERCHANTS

PROMPT ATTENTION GUARANTEED

PHONE BOOKHAM 163-4249

X X X X XXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.i
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D I R E C T O R Y  O F  B O O K H A M  O R G A N I S A T I O N S
(Affiliated to the Community Association.)

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
GROUPS

Barn Hall Club. Miss P. Barfield, 
Merrilies, Maddox Lane.

Camera Club. P. J. Allford, Willow- 
dale, Westfield Drive.

Gramophone Club. D. G. Gay, 38. 
Barn Meadow Lane. Bookham 
4068.

Old Time Dance Club. J. W. Hilder, 
247 Lower Rd.

Over Sixties. Mrs. A. Perry, Abinger, 
Dorking Road.

Scottish Dancing. Mr. G. R. Marshall.
63, Eastwick Drive. Bookham 96. 

Hon. Sec., Community Association. 
Mrs. E. Harrison, Common End, 
Eastwick Drive. Bookham 2702.

The Editors. Mrs. E. Harrison, 
Bookham 2702; Mrs. M. Everett, 
Bookham 2404.

Rangers
H. Ranger (1935) Ltd.
C O A L, C O K E

AND
B O IL E R  F U E L  
M E R C H A N T S

CHURCH Rd.
Gt BOOKHAM
’Phone: Bookham 106 

Also at: COBHAM • OXSHOTT 
EAST HORSLEY & WOKING

Bookham Bowling Club. S. F. Pearce, 
7, Swanns Meadow.

Boys’ Brigade. Mr. Kay, 20, Cannon 
Grove, Fetcham.

Conservative Association, Gt. Book
ham Branch. V. L. Austin, 43, 
Eastwick Drive. Bookham 3445.

Conservative Association, Littlp
Bookham Branch. J. M. Rose- 
Cormack Lyons, 25, Childs Hall 
Road. Bookham 2880.

Choral Society. Mrs. L. Gordon 
Davies, Briary House, Eastwick 
Drive.

Eastwick Park Cricket Club. B.
Downing, 33, Hazel Way, Fetcham. 
Bookham 3876.

Football Club. R. Scott, 14. Middle- 
mead Road.

Bookham Football Supporters Club.
Mrs. M. Longhurst, 276, Lower 
Road. Bookham 3946.

Great and Little Bookham, Effingham 
and Fetcham Garden Society. Mr.
H. J. Palmer, 153, Lower Road, 
Great Bookham.

Girl Guides.
Miss P. Pulling, 43, The Park, 
Gt. Bookham.

Grove Association. F. A. Edwards. 
22, Dorking Road. Bookham 3113.

Labour Party, Bookham Ward. J.
Stemp, 58 Whiteway.

Leatherhead Tenants’ Association, 
Oakenwood Branch. W. B. White. 
46 Sole Farm Ave.

British Legion, Effingham and Book- 
hams Branch. Mr. M. S. Pickering, 
Standardhill. Guildford Road, 
Effingham.

Music Club. Miss A. Ryerson, Basil
don, Halepit Rd.
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Liberal Association, Great Bookham 
Branch. Mr. W. B. White, 46, Sole 
Farm Avenue.

Women’s Institute (Evening). Mrs.
P, Hester, 57, Keswick Road. 

Women’s Institute (Afternoon). Mrs. 
E. Cooke, 182, Lower Road. 
Bookham 4207.

1st Bookham Scouts. G.S.M., B.
Charles, Chapri, Dowlans Road. 

2nd Bookliam (Baptist) Scouts.
G.S.M., E. Tarrington, 4, Dowlans 
Close.

1st Bookham Scout Group Supporters 
Association. L. S. Hughes, 2, 
Blackthorne Road. Bookham 2785. 

Bookham Stoolball Club. Mrs. B. 
King, 12, Groveside. Bookham 
2330.

Rilie Club. O. J. Rattenbury, Latch- 
ingdon, Dorking Rd.

Bookham Vouth Club. Miss A. 
Harrison, Common End, Eastwick 
Drive.

Telephone: Bookham 2333

J. A. DAILY
Electrical Contractor

VALANDOR,
234 Lower Road, 
Great Bookham.

and a t

O C K L E Y  • S U R R E Y



F I S H

AT ITS BEST

C R I P P S
Fishmonger and Poulterer

‘NEW PARADE
Telephone : Bookham CHURCH ROAD

4  0  2  2 BOOKHAM

FRESH SUPPLIES OF QUALITY FISH DAILY 

HYGIENE AND CLEANLINESS ASSURED

TELEPHONES 
BOOKHAM 163-4249

I W. Finch & Co. Ltd. |
1 FOR

1 HAULAGE & HOUSEHOLD jj 

REMOVALS

THE HOMESTEAD, 
EASTWICK ROAD, 

jj GREAT BOOKHAM, SURREY.

Your Local Carrier

HOME COUNTIES DAIRIES
LTD.

(C. I. C U R T IS ) (D A IR Y  F A R M E R S )

Channel Island - Pasteurised - 
Tuberculin Tested - Sterilised 

Flavoured Milk and 
Fresh Cream Delivered Daily

HOME FARM 
EFFINGHAM

Telephone: Bookham 253

68, CHURCH ST.,
GT. BOOKHAM.

Telephone: Bookham 345

|| LEATHERHEAD THEATRE CLUB ||
High Street, Leatherhead.

jj Telephone: Leatherhead 2852
EVERY WEEK FROM AUGUST TO MAY THE 

LEATHERHEAD REPERTORY COMPANY PRESENTS A 
I! FIRST CLASS PLAY WITH A FULLY PROFESSIONAL CAST ||
jj EVENINGS at 7.30 except Wednesday at 8
jj MATINEES Wednesday at 2.30 and Saturday at 4
li Prices—6/-, 4/6, 3/-. Sat. at 7.30—7/-, 5/6, 4/-. jj
|| Wed. at 2 .30 -5 /-, 4/-, 3/-.
jj Special terms for parties.

Tickets may be purchased only by members of the 
jj Theatre Club—Annual Subscription 2/6.
jj The Leatherhead Green Room Club is fully licensed and jj 
jj provides meals before and after the show. Details of jj 

membership from the Club Manager.

2 3



9 CHURCH ROAD, GREAT BOOKHAM Bookham 3824

W. R. Hewlins
L I M I T E D

C. Crabtree, Ph.C., 
D.Opt.,

L. G. Crabtree

Chemists & Opticians

B O O K H A M  
P H A R M A C Y  

Tel. : BOOKHAM 67

Agents for

K O D A K  AND 
ILFORD CAMERAS 
& ACCESSORIES

High Class Toilet 
preparations

COTY, YARDLEY 
REVLON, 

LENTHERIC ETC.

Daily Deliveries

35 HIGH STREET, 
Gt. BOOKHAM, 

SURREY 

and

I THE STREET, 
EFFINGHAM

M O U L D S  LTD.
G E N E R A L  I R O N M O N G E R S

IRONMONGERY, HARDWARE, TOOLS, CHINA, GLASS 

PAINTS AND DECORATING MATERIALS, POLISHES 

SOAP, CLEANING MATERIALS, LAWN MOWERS, SEEDS 

AND ALL GARDENING REQUISITES

23 HIGH STREET, LEATHERHEAD Phone 2202 & 5040

|L'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitt'

Phone BOOKHAM 318 ESTABLISHED 1930
24 HOUR CYCLE REPAIR SERVICE

[ J. B. EVERSHED LTD. |
Cycle, Electrical, & Radio 

SALES, REPAIRS & WIRING I

Registered Dealers for Leading Makes I
S P A R E S  •  A C C E S S O R I E S  

|  A P P L I A N C E S  •  F I T T I N G S
|  L A M P S  •  E T C .  |

|  Church Road • Great Bookham
^llllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliMIIIIIIIINIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIMlilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllif
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L O N G H U R S T
UNDERTAKERS

"  LTD.---

Also at Banstead and Dorking 86, High St., Epsom.

H. BRACKENBURY 
& SON

17 HIGH STREET, GT. BOOKHAM
Telephone : BOOKHAM 329

I R O N M O N G E R S

‘Where Courtesy Counts’

THE— —  
LEATHERHEAD 
----  PRESS

☆

GENERAL
PRINTERS

AND
STATIONERS

tV

43 Low er Fairfield Rd„ 
Leatherhead.

Tel.: Leatherhead 3643.



D O U G L A S
F. A. L. P. A .

A U C TIO N EER S , E S TA TE  AG ENTS 

VALU ER S AND SURVEYORS

8 HI GH S T RE E T  
L E A T H E R H E A D

Phone 4136/7

Also at

Ashtead, Epsom, Ewell 

and W orcester Park

D O U G L A S
F.A.L.P.A.

□  □
d ]  ESTABLISHED 1856 D
□  □

□ C.BRIDGER & SONS R
(Douglas N. Cloutte, F.R.I.C.S., F.A.I.)

---- J Chartered Surveyor L—

(John E. Marchington, A.V.l.) Q

(CLIVE A. STANFORD, A.R.I.C.S.,'A.A.I.) M
I— ' Chartered Surveyor

□  □
□  ______  □
□  □

Consulting Surveyors
□ Auctioneers, Estate Agents □
□ and Valuers □
□ D
□  _____- □

□  □
7 Church Road, Ct. Bookham

H Tel. : Bookham 2045/6

□
□  ----------  D

□  □
associated offices also a t:

f j  Leatherhead • Ashtead * Epsom • Tolworth |=j

| | Guildford • East Horsley * Farnham • Hindhead Q

Woking • Godaiming • Haslcmere j==j

□ □
Published by The Bookham Com m unity Association, and Printed by The Leatherhead Press— 3643.


