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Editorial
Insecurity has always been a 

decisive factor in the value of 
human existence, leading to 
despair, loss of moral values and 
a strong tendency towards class 
hatred. This mood was very 
prevalent during the years of 
depression and unemployment and 
it was not until a second world 
war came upon us that a general 
feeling towards a better social 
system gradually evolved, and 
although there has been some im
provement in the general standard 
of living among the workers, there 
is as yet, much to be done for the 
old age pensioners, the widows 
and the war & industrial disabled.

It is well known that in the case 
of old age pensions, a supplement
ary pension is available providing 
that the means of the pensioner 
satisfies the authorities. This also 
applies to the widow, but the scale 
of allowances in respect of any 
children is far below any monetary 
grant to be able to feed and clothe 
the children. In the cases of the 
disabled, except for certain classes 
of severe disablement, there is no 
supplementation.

These few facts are evidence of 
insecurity, and should the Social 
Insurance Bill become law, the 
position of these classes of persons

will not materially change for the 
better, unless new legislation is 
enacted by Parliament. This 
matter must receive attention, but 
by whom ?

Most other classes of the com
munity have been taken care of 
thro’ recent government measures 
— the school children, under the 
new Education Act, 1944; service 
men and women, embodied under 
the Re-instatement of Employ
ment Act, 1944; the disabled, 
under the Disabled Persons Em 
ployment Act, 1944.

There is, of course, the Unem
ployment Assistanpe Act, 1938, 
which provides supplementation, 
and it is suggested that some basic 
action be taken by local organisa
tions to put forward the case of 
these persons to the local Member 
of Parliament.

Such steps that could be taken 
with the ultimate objective of 
being placed upon the Statute 
Book would ensure security.

It is pleasing to note that for 
certain types of machinery and 
tools the control has been lifted. 
It is hoped that by this release the 
Department concerned will im
prove the needs of the housewife.
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Is This Your Concern ?
In the House of Commons on 

January 16th, the second reading 
of the Wages Councils Bill was 
passed. This is nothing new in the 
annals of Parliamentary history, 
but an extension of previous Acts 
relating to Wages Boards, for 
upon this subject the Trade 
Boards Act was introduced in 
1909. Subsequently the Trade 
Boards Provisional Orders Con
firmation Act followed in 1913, 
and finally the Trade Boards and 
Road Haulage Wages (Emergency 
Provisions) Act, 1940.

It is recognised that such Acts 
of Parliament clearly indicate the 
necessity of Government control 
in the matter of wages, but does 
this go far enough in the cases of 
occupations outside this Bill ? 
Such levels of wages set up as a 
general standard in industry can
not be fully appreciated until there 
is a full recovery in our overseas 
markets, this being a matter of 
immediate concern not only to the 
overseas trader, but also to the 
consumer.

The question of the nationalisa
tion of the land put forward in the 
policy of the Labour Party, has 
given rise to much comment. 
The pros and cons of such a situ
ation arising are too lengthy to set 
out here, but what would be the 
effect upon the person who after 
years of saving for the purchase 
of land to build his house, and 
later finds he is a national tenant ?

Would he be compensated upon 
the same terms as laid down in 
the Town Planning Act ? As 
owner-occupier the answer is no 1 
Maybe he would be better off in 
receiving say £ 2  a week under 
some social security plan ? So 
much is said about the four free
doms and “ the Englishman’s 
castle is his home,” that if land 
was'nationalised then“the English
man’s home will be a castle in 
Spain.”

The Representation of the 
People Act should give greater 
facilities for the use of the vote, 
not only in Parliamentary but also 
for Local Government, and in 
view of the extension of the 
franchise, those entitled to use 
their votes in matters relating to 
Local Government should be free 
from political bias. No party 
politics should be the anvil upon 
which the benefit of the Urban 
District should be hammered. It 
may seem that the subject of 
Local Government Elections is 
premature, but in these days of 
rapidly moving events, one should 
keep abreast of current events 
whether they be local or national.

No confusion must exist about 
the loosely applied term “the work
ing class people.” Whoever is 
gainfully occupied is a working 
class person, and even those who 
have retired, either through age or 
have been pensioned, still remain 
part of this over-rated term.



For Estate Management, Rent Col
lections, Surveys and Valuations. 
Auctions. Insurances. Existing 
Mortgages redeemed and revised at 
current low rates of interest go to

W. H. LeGrove
ESTATE AGENCY
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LENDING LIBRARY
Plain, Table & Fancy Stationery 
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The Forces & Families 
and Ex-Service

The work concerning the wrelfare 
of our Fighting Services is, alas, 
little known, and although the 
greater part is in the hands of the 
Service departments, it has been 
found essential that the Incorpor
ated Soldiers, Sailors & Airmen’s 
Help Society should bear a great 
part in the work, particularly as it 
is now responsible for the welfare 
of Service Women even to the 
extent of obtaining hostesses for 
women on leave. It works in very 
close co-operation with the S.S. & 
A. Families Association who pro
vide assistance to the dependants 
and families of fighting services.

The services rendered by these 
two organisations have been of 
immense benefit in a hundred and 
one ways, from providing a nome 
for a dog when the man joined up 
to supplying dentures for the wife 
of a service man, and it is now 
possible to provide travelling 
vouchers to allow service wives to 
visit their children in hospital.

The work must of necessity 
continue, and realising the ever 
increasing calls upon the funds, a 
national appeal—' “ Forces and 
Families Day” will be launched in 
September. Leatherhead Division 
will urgently need sellers for this 
occasion, and the Divisional Sec
retary, Surrey House, Church St., 
will be grateful for any help. It 
is appreciated the many calls one

has, but the work of the Help 
Society and Families Association 
must carry on.

The work of the British Legion 
continues its responsibilities on 
behalf of ex-service men and 
women, such matters as pensions, 
employment, convalescent treat
ment, etc. are first considerations.

Apart from the benevolent side 
of the Legion’s work there is the 
social side for the arrangement of 
various sports competitions, etc. 
Many branches throughout the 
country have their own premises, 
not merely as a meeting place in 
which to while away the time over 
a friendly glass, but to keep alive 
the spirit of comradeship which 
was first kindled in the war of 
1914-18 and now being passed on 
by our younger comrades in a new 
spirit of Service— not self.

Those ex-service men not in the 
British Legion should see the 
Branch Secretary of the district in 
which he lives:

Ashtead : Mr. B. J. Jackson, 
Denehurst, West Farm Avenue

Bookham & Effingham:
Mr. W . A. Muggeridge,

St. Jean, Crabtree Lane. 

Fetcham : Mr. W . Watson, 
Rylston, Cobham Road.

Leatherhead : Mr. A. Lovett,
. Springhurst, Kingston Road. 

Women’s Section, Fetcham:
Mrs. Dolloway,

Telumos, Marden Hill.



THE OLD CROWN
GREAT BO O KH AM

Off-Licence & Grocery Store attached
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A  Matter of Conscience
"'Little Chats”— fictitious, yes, 

but not wholly imaginary— have 
at times been reproduced in these 
pages to show how Savings-mind- 
ed different sections of our general 
public were becoming. This 
chatter was intended, like a certain 
radio feature, “to start you talk
ing,” then saving, and eventually 
savings-working. There is need 
for more workers. As the back
bone of the British Army has 
always consisted of N.C.O.’s, so 
the Group Secretaries (sometimes 
called collectors) form the back
bone of the great centrally con
trolled Savings army.

Bookham and Fetcham Savings 
workers recently met socially at a 
new year party at Fetcham Village 
Hall. Gaiety and frolic alternated 
with gravity and figures. Com
petitions wore a Savings com
plexion. It was announced that 
both Wards had, thanks to the 
sustained efforts of group secre
taries, succeeded in reaching their 
Maintain our Men” objectives 

for the period June-December. 
Bookham had similarly maintained 
its two Beaufighters last winter.

£"40950 was the amount saved 
in 1944 by members of Bookham’s 
37 Savings groups—an advance of 
nearly £"5000 on 1943. This brings 
to £  137080 Bookham’s total group 
Savings since the modest opening 
of the campaign with 7 groups in 
February, 1940. In recalling these

early efforts we must not deflect 
our gaze from the tasks ahead. 
“W e’ve got to keep on Saving” ! 
This injunction confronts us as a 
challenge. There must be no 
faltering. As the Prime Minister 
has said, “This is just the moment 
not to slacken . . . the duty of all 
persons is to help the fighting 
man.” It is a responsibility that 
rests on all of us. We are all in 
this war, and it is not yet won— 
it is very much O N . Vast recon
struction will follow it, and con
tinued savings out of income will 
be necessary to meet the cost of 
feeding the starving, healing the 
sick, restoring trade, re-building 
our cities. The National Savings 
.Movement will prove of infinite 
value in ensuring benefits to 
coming generations. It is our 
present efforts that matter, and 
our rising generation will, we hope 
play a great part in it.

At the Annual General Meeting 

of Bookham Ward Savings Com

mittee which will be held at the 

Baptist Hall on Wednesday,March 

14th, at 8 p.m., you will hear a 

review of the past and plans for 

the future. A special speaker from 

the National Savings Committee 

will “brief” us for future “opera

tions.” Musical & dramatic items 

will also be presented during the 

evening. See special bills and 

posters.— G.
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A  Woman’s W ork
At a Nottingham matrimonial 

court recently a man complained 
about his wife doing too much 
work, stating that she rose at 7.30 
a.m. and until sometimes 2 a.m. 
the following day she was working 
all the time. There were 13 people 
in the house including two other 
women, and his wife did all the 
work. When questioned by the 
magistrate about the complaint 
the woman replied “ I love work.” 
The age of the man was 19 and 
the woman 20. The case was 
adjourned for a month in order 
that the probation officer should 
intervene. This case seems to run 
counter to the old poem running 
“men must work and women must 
weep,” but apart from the fact 
that the woman in this particular 
instance was apparently recently 
married and seemed to be very 
happy in the station of a house
wife. Wouldn’t the everyday 
married woman admit generally 
that the work she did took up all 
her time ?

Conditions were certainly easier 
for the housewife just previous to 
the war than they were some 40 
or 50 years ago, and some of us 
remember the soap manufacturer’s 
question printed on their cartons, 
“Why does a woman look old 
sooner than a man ? and the 
answer that it was partly owing to 
the husband not having to do the 
family washing.

Of course during war time one 
must make allowances for stand
ing in queues and having to fetch

goods from the tradesmen instead 
of having them delivered, and in 
the country this trouble is very 
often accentuated by the distance 
from the shops. By the bye there 
is a yarn about a woman who 
following her usual practice of 
joining up in any queue, found 
one day when she reached the 
head after a long period of waiting 
that the shopkeeper was selling 
razor blades 1

This subject of the housewife’s 
work is a reminder of another old 
saying, viz.: “a woman’s work is 
never done,” but isn’t it ? To the 
mere man who has married a 
house-proud spouse, there must 
seem an unjustifiable amount of 
time taken up with certain finicky 
details of little or no consequence 
except to the woman. This 
reminds the writer of a yarn where 
the boot was somewhat on the 
other foot. A certain woman who 
believed in going 50-50 with her 
retired husband in the housework 
(but managed to keep herself well 
within 25 per cent.) reproved him 
for not having dusted the furniture 
and referred 'to the dust on the 
piano in which, she alleged, she 
could write her name. The crest
fallen husband, who had only just 
previously been through a gruel
ling time with her on some other 
item, was at a loss to explain this 
omission, but in tendering an 
apology brightened up considerably 
by telling her “That was one of 
the advantages of education ” !

In the days of the political 
emancipation of women, the 
leaders thought that by obtaining
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Building Contractor 
Sanitary Engineer. ::
All kinds of Joinery Work, 
General Building Repairs and 
Decorating. Estimates Free

MOSTYN, CRABTREE LANE,

GT. BOOKHAM. Tel. Bookham 2677

PIANOS Carefully Tuned
%

and Repaired

Moderate Charges Estimates given

Pianoforte and Singing

Specialised Lessons for 

the Adult Beginner. I
Children, reduced fees.
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Radio Sets Valves Spares Repairs
Phone Bookham 2668 . . for First Class Repair Service

Collection and Delivery as time 
and petrol allow.

Accumulators.—  48 hour 
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Four-Circuit Plant.
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Electrical and Household 
Goods.
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China. Hardware.
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BEST 

Q U A LIT Y  MEAT

PERSON AL ATTENTION 

High. Street, Great Bookham
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the vote, women generally might 
take an active interest in politics, 
but even now it is calculated that 
a woman generally (if she votes at 
all) makes her cross against the ’ 
same name as her husband.

Again, for years past labour- 
saving devices have been invented 
so that women’s work should be 
eased, and it seems strange that a 
complaint as mentioned at the 
commencement of this article 
should be put forward today. As 
the chairman of the magistrates 
justly remarked, Not many men 
complain that their wives do too 
much housework.”

Note.—W ith the exception of the 
magistrates & the complaining husband 
and his wife, all characters mentioned 
in this article are fictitious.— R.A.

A.. LAUEZZARI
H O U S E  R E P A I R S  

& D E C O R A T I O N S

«=$>

P A P E R H A N G I N G  P A I N T I N G

P L U M B I N G  P O I N T I N G

D R A I N S

CRAIG-NY-BAA, 

LEATHERHEAD RD. 
GT. BOOKHAM.

George and Bob, the 
Country Gardeners

Cheerio, Bob ! Once again the 
time has come for hard work in 
the garden and allotments, not 
that I mean there has been an 
easy time, as its all work if you do 
the job properly, and to get good 
results you’ve just got to do every 
job properly. Now is the time 
when plans must be made where 
and when to plant your seeds from 
which we hope to reap the 1945 
harvest.

Yes, George, and my advice is 
don’t be too hasty in sowing the 
tender vegetable seeds such as 
carrots. I always think the first 
week in April is the best time for 
early horn carrots, and mid-July 
for main crop. Parsnip, onion 
and summer cabbage seed should 
go in in the order mentioned. 
Hollow crown parsnip, while for 
ordinary cropping onions I like 
the white Bedford Champion or 
James Keeping; but if for show
ing then Ailsa Crag or Golden 
Globe, or a Zitta type.

There’s one thing, Bob, that 
quite a number of people don’t 
seem to understand yet, and that 
is that the garden is like a human 
body and needs feeding with a 
good dressing of manure plus a 
liberal dressing of artificial or 
National Growmore or other com
mercial compounds, of at least 
2ozs. to the square yard. No one 
can expect to get good crops year
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J. Stemp & Sons
Boot & Shoe Repairers 

Saddle & Harness Makers

High St. Gt. Bookham

Dealers in all kinds of Leather Goods 

Cases, Bags, Trunks, and anything 
in Leather Repaired on the premises 

Brooms, Brushes and Garden Tools 

Dog Collars and Leads stocked and 
made to order

A  Post card will receive immediate attention
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M. A. PERRY
HIGH STREET 

Gt. BOOKHAM

Baby Linen Drapery 

Gents’ and Millinery 

Boys’ Wear Haberdashery

Ballito Bear Brand 

and Silkestia Stockings
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after year without feeding the 
ground. It just can’t be done.

Now a word of advice, George, 
to order your seed potatoes as 
soon as you can, as deliveries are 
sure to be late and I know that 
seed will be scarce. Quite a lot 
of people are content to let the 
farmers grow potatoes, but I say 
grow your own. The lessons of 
1943-4 should be clear enough for 
all to understand. We have found 
potatoes difficult to obtain in Jan
uary, February and March, so I 
suggest planting a late variety 
such as Majestic, Dunbar Stan
dard or Gladstone, where the soil 
is suitable for the latter. Glad
stone gives a medium size potato 
which keeps well, so don’t expect 
to get large ones from this variety. 
Another thing I advise you to do 
is to order your tomato plants 
early, although I think there will 
be plenty of these.

I quite agree with all you’ve 
said, Bob, and how about a bit of 
colour in the garden ? I hear the 
flower seed situation has improved 
a little and we should be able to 
get a few plants of Asters, Stocks, 
Salvia, etc. from our local nursery
man, as well as seeds for these and 
other well loved flowers. Again I 
would say order early, as stocks 
may still not be sufficient to meet 
all demands for a season or two.

Yes, George, but let’s come 
to something to eat. You know I 
think runner beans and the dwarf 
beans are a good investment and

one of the best dishes I like to see 
on the dinner table. These both 
like plenty of moisture, so I always 
advise people to plant them so 
that its easy to water the roots 
and spray the flowers if we get a 
dry spell, when as much as half 
the crop can easily be spoilt by 
lack of moisture.

Talking of runner beans, Bob, 
do you know there’s quite a lot of 
of folks who still don’t preserve 
them for after-season use, perhaps 
because they think its a big job, 
but its very simple; all they have 
to do is to pick them fairly young 
and then shred them as for cook
ing, place in a wide-mouthed glass 
jar with alternate layers of beans 
and salt, and when fully packed 
cover over as for jam, and they’ll 
come out for use as fresh as when 
grown, making a very pleasant 
change from cabbage.

Well, don’t let us forget the 
salads, George. A really good 
lettuce wants beating, so prepare 
a spot for these. I recommend All 
the Year Round, Webb’s wonder
ful, cabbage varieties, or a self 
folding variety such as Little Gem. 
The latter in my opinion is the 
best on the market for sweetness 
and crispness.

Well, they say live and learn, 
and we learn from each other as 
we chat. Now we’re all looking 
forward to an early peace, and I 
hope we shall then still keep our 
gardens producing food, as there 
is none to equal our own growing.
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DAVIS’ SALOON
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methods of Perms:
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Citizens Advice Bureau 
Leatherhead & District

Utility Furniture
Extra units for those who received 
their permits before Aug. 1st, 1944

All applicants who received 
the reduced allowance for units of 
Utility Furniture after 1st Sept., 
1943, may now apply for addition
al units if they have not already 
done so.

Do not fill in another form.

Write to the Officer in Charge, 
Assistance Board, Kingsway, 

Southport, Lancs, 

mark the envelope “Second Appli
cation,” and give the following 
information :

(a ) Present address in full.

(b ) If you have moved, the address
at which you were living 
when you made your first 
application.

(c) If there has been a change of
name {e.g. if your wife applied 
in her maiden name) the name 
under which the first applica
tion was made.

(d ) W hat articles of furniture you
still want to buy.

Then sign your name clearly,
Your application will be dealt

with as soon as possible. Do not 
be anxious if you do not hear 
immediately, as priority is given 
to people applying for the first 
time.

If you want more information 
ask at

The Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Surrey House, Church Street 

Leatherhead 
Telephone Leatherhead 3291

The Advice Bureau exists for 
the purpose of giving advice on 
any matters which may not be 
clear to you, and we feel sure we 
can help you if you let us do so. 
Bring your queries, and we will 
do our best—and with pleasure.

SH O P  AT

DONALDSON’S
(D. W . Cameron)

M EN ’S & BOYS’ 

OU T FIT T ERS : :

□ □

CLEANING & DYEING SERVICE

□ □

§
HIGH STREET, 
GT. BOOKHAM
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Toys and Fancy Repository 
Stationer, Newsagent :: :: 

Confectioner & Tobacconist

Patent Medicines
Filins supplied, developed & printed 
Cards for every occasion 
Local Views
Ingersoll Watches and Clocks 
Meccano &Triang Toys a speciality 
Business and Private Printing at 

short notice

Newton House 

High St. Corner, Bookham

Telephone Bookham 268

W. A. Woodford

Stationer and Bookseller 

Printing Die Stamping

Fancy Goods Confectionery 

Cigarettes and Tobacco

L IB R A R Y  

Gt. BOOKHAM POST OFFICE
Phone Bookham 11

Funeral Order Office for 

Longhurst (Undertakers) Ltd. Epsom

R A N G E R S ;  j F R A N C E S
H. R A N G E R  (1935)  LTD.

COAL, COKE and 

Boiler Fuel Merchants

CHURCH RD. Gt. BOOKHAM
Phone Bookham 106 

T R Y  O U R  C E L E B R A T E D

H A Z E L  C O A L S

Local Agents for “SUNCOLE” the 
ideal fuel for Boilers and Open Grates

from Madam Dee, late of New Bond St. W.

Ladies’ Outfitter

Furs Cleaned & Re-modelled up-to-date

Aristoc, Oxford, Bondor and 
other makes of Stockings : :

Lo c a l  S o l e  A g e n t s  for 
P u l l  Fr o n t  Co r s e t s

We specialize in OUTSIZES

L in g e r ie  a n d  G o w n s  :: 
Sp o r t s w e a r  Latest Styles

Church Rd. Bookham



H. ROBERTS Eastwick Nursery
EASTWICK ROAD, GT. BOOKHAM

Selected Scotch Seed Potatoes, Grade 1, Class 1
CWt

FIRST EARLIES

Duke of York, Sharps Express, Epicure 26/- 
Arran Pilot ...  ...  ...  27/-

M AIN  C R O P

Arran Banner, Dunbar Standard, Majestic
and Gladstone ...  ... 21/-

King Edward ...  .. 24/-
Flower Seeds— Asters, Stocks, Salvia, Polyanthus, 1 /- packet.

Wallflowers, Antirrhinims, Clarkia 4d. „
Flower Plants— Asters, Stocks, Salvia, Wallflower, Antirrhinim, &c., &c. 
Tomato Plants 7/6 doz. Note we are Specialists in Tomato Plants. 
Order Now ! Fertilizers, Insecticides and all Horticultural Sundries.

„------------- ------------------------------------------- „----------- : l-l

T E L E P H O N E

B O O K H A M 2528

561bs. 281bs. 141bs.

14/- 7/6 3/11
14/6 7/6 4/-

1 1/6 6/- 3/6
12/6 71- 3/9

Dz ic

J A C K S O N ’S
HIGH STREET, BOOKHAM
We guarantee to give you Courtesy 
---------  and Service---------

Telephone 
Bookham 281

SUGAR 

TEA

WE SELL BUTTER 

LA RD  

CHEESE

M A RG A R IN E

OAT M EAL

COCOA

GOODS ON POINTS 

Etc. Etc. Etc.

YOUR PATRONAGE APPRECIATED

L . , ....  ) ■ .. H --------,L. ________ . C =


