Chapter 9
1832-1857 William Henry Dawnay
In which we learn about a very large family living at the Grove; the birth of
a baby girl at the house; and the building of the local school

15th May
1812 26th Jan
1857 1

William Henry was the son of Catharine’s brother Rev. William
Henry, the 6th Viscount 2

William Henry (nephew) was only 9 years old at the time of
his inheritance of Bookham Grove from his Aunt
Catharine. It would be 1832 before he attained his
majority (21 years) and could therefore take up the
property as his own. In the meantime it was held in Trust
by 2 appointed trustees: Thomas Byron and John
Robinson Foulis 3, and rented out between 1822-3 to Mr
Champion Esq. and between 1823-32 to Mr Spencer
Mackay (see Ch.8).
William Henry Dawnay, 7th Viscount Downe 4

He had married Mary Isobel
Bagot on the 25th July 1843.
This was when she was 18
years old (and very beautiful)
and he was 31 2, 5.

W

illiam paced between the library and
the hall, sometimes half ascending
the winding staircase before pausing
and then retracing his steps. He could not settle to anything. Mary, his
darling wife of 13 years, was giving birth yet again! This child would be
their 10th so this was not an unusual event but he still could not help but
be nervous. All of a sudden he heard the unmistakable sound of a new
born baby crying. Running up the stairs onto the intersole and into their
bedroom on the corner with the garden view terraces, he approached the
bed and looked down on the latest addition to his family - a baby girl, born
on 6th September 1856.

Mary Isobel Bagot
(25.4.1825 14.4.1900) ,
daughter of Richard
Bagot, the Bishop of
Bath and Wells, and
Lady Harriet Villiers 5

They had already decided on a name - she was to be christened Edith Mary Downe 6-8.
Her 7 brothers and 1 sister could come and see her tomorrow; William thought of the sadness
that he and Mary had endured just 3 years ago when Alan had died at the age of 5 years 2, Edith
would not bring him back but it was a joy to welcome her to his family. He kissed her gently on
the forehead and then Mary in turn. Time for a celebratory drink!

H

e returned to the library and settled into his favourite chair with a glass in his hand. He was
well used to this room, having lived here on and o since being able to claim his inheritance
24 years earlier. Not that he spent all of his time here - he liked London too, and Baldersby
in Yorkshire.
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William and Mary’s 10 children 2:
1. Hugh Richard (born on the 20th July 1844)
2. Lewis Payan (born on the 1st April 1846)
3. Alan Charles (born on the 15th June 1847 died 3rd March 1853)
4. Guy Cuthbert (born on the 26th July 1848)
5. Eustace Henry (born on the 15th April 1850)
6. William Frederick (born on the 14th October 1851)
7. Geoffrey Nicholas (born on the 13th December 1852)
8. Francis Herbert (born on the 11th December 1853)
9. Alice Isabel (born on the 20th July 1855)
10. Edith Mary (born on the 6th September 1856)

In 1822 the Land Tax records for
Bookham show the Hon W
Dawnay and the Late Hon Miss
Dawnay (Catharine) to be the
owners 9. They are also listed as
renting out the farm to John
Brown.
In addition note that Marmaduke
(Catharine’s brother) is listed as
an owner of property in
Bookham, rented out to Robert
Faulkner?

1822 Land Tax Records for Bookham 9

The 1841 census shows 4 female
and 2 male servants living at
Bookham Grove 9:
• Elizabeth Beekway 70 years old
• Jane Dallen 39 years old from
Surrey
• Elizabeth Miller 35 years old
• Mary Shindrake 38 years old
from Surrey
• John Brown 61 years old from
Scotland
• Luke Hyrewood 32 years old

1841 Census for Bookham Grove House 9

William was
educated at Eton
and Christ Church,
Oxford, where he
gained an MA in
1837 5.

Between
1841-6 he was
the
Conservative
MP for Rutland
1, 5.
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He became the
7th Viscount in
1846, and at this
point he returned
to Yorkshire 5.

He was an
o cer in the
Yorkshire
Hussars from
1834 - 54 10.

He wrote a
letter in his role
as MP for
Rutland, on
Dec 19th 1845
with his
address given
as Bookham
Grove 11.

And again on Saturday February
21st 1846, again from Bookham
Grove 12,13.

W

e can imagine him sitting in the
library or drawing room at
Bookham Grove drafting these
letters up whilst gazing out of the window
at the grounds.

He was
noted as the owner
of Bookham Grove
by Brayley in 1850
and the estate is
noted as consisting
of about 85 acres at
this time 14.
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He was resident at Bookham Grove in the 1851 census along with his
wife and Hugh (6), Lewis (4), Alan (3), Guy (2) and Eustace (11 months),
his sister, Lydia and his brother, Payan, along with 13 servants 9:

Bookham Grove 1851 Census 9

Name

Housekeeper

42

Mary Buckland

Ladies Maid

32

Hannah Lane

Nurse

46

Lucy Palmer

Ladies Maid

29

Harriet Asbury

Laundry maid

30

Elizabeth Wyatt

Housemaid

26

Eliza Coust

Nursery maid

18

Charlotte Baker

Kitchen maid

22

Caroline Ragge

Laundry maid

21

Harriet Wood

Housemaid

19

Maria Wood

Kitchen maid

17

George Loftus

Butler

27

Arthur Beckett

Footman

20

Age

W H Downe

38

Mary I Downe

25

Hugh R Dawnay

6

Lewis P Dawnay

4

Alan C Dawnay

3

Guy C Dawnay

2

Eustace Dawnay

Eliza James

11 Mo

Lydia F C Dawnay

37

Payan Dawnay

35
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He again is noted as
living at Bookham
Grove in 1853 and 1854,
where he is recorded as
one of the Vice
Presidents of the Surrey
Archaeological Society
15 16, 17.

He also lived
at Baldersby
Park, North
Yorkshire 5.

Baldersby Park, 1829 18

Mary Isobel Bagot built a national school at
Bookham in 1856, then known as St James
Church School (this is now the library), and
a residence for the Headmaster - at a cost
of £2000 19. (Equivalent to between £222
300 and £1.5m at todays costs, depending
on how it is calculated) 10.

St James School c.1890 19
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William died in Torquay on the 26th January 1857 aged 44 years 2 (Torquay
was a favoured winter resort for the wealthy upper classes and attracted
visitors in ill health on account of its fresh air and mild climate 1, 5

William Henry Dawnay’s Obituary, showing the Dawnay coat of arms 1
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In his will he left
everything to his 32
year old wife and
entrusted her to
make the right
decisions about the
disposal of his whole
estate 20:

“And I give devise and bequeath to my said dear wife for her
life all the estates whatsoever and wheresoever of which I
have the disposal. And at her decease I give and devise the
same as hereinafter mentioned but considering the age of
my children and know my wife will be more better able to
judge of their conduct and disposition and of what will be best
for them when they grow up, than I am now able to do it is my
will and I hereby empower my said dear wife by any deed or
deeds, writing or writings, or by her last will and testament attested by two
credible witnesses from time to time to revoke and make void all or any of the
dispositions of my landed estates which I am about to make, and to amend?
other estates and make other dispositions for the bene t of my children or their
issue as she may think proper. It being my will that she shall have an absolute
discretionary power of disposing of my estates in favour of my children to be
exercised in case she may deem it expedient.”

He did have some wishes
though for what was to
happen after his wife’s death;
with regard to Bookham
Grove his eldest son Hugh
would have it until the age of
21 years, at which point Hugh
would o cially take on the
responsibilities of the 8th
Viscount, and was then to
give Bookham Grove to his
brother Guy Cuthbert:
Mary Isabel “Dowager Viscountess
Downe” Bagot Lane 21

“And subject to this proviso in my will is that the Langley estates, The farm at
Huston? purchased of Mr Tate (and that purchase money of the said Langley
estates or any part thereof if sold or the lands purchased herewith) shall at my
dear wife’s decease go to my oldest surviving son upon condition that he
gives up when he comes of age the Bookham Grove Estate and the landed
property which belongs to that estate to my third surviving son to whom I
devise the cottage there which I inherited from ???? ??? Langley and any
property I may have or acquire hereafter at Bookham Estate with my third son
(by whom I mean Guy Cuthbert). Who is now my third surviving son, or
whoever may in future be so.” 20
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